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I.—Forricgn POLitics, 


Tae Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June says that there is nothing 
to be surprised at in. the recent innovation intro- 
Friendship between Afghanistan qdyced by the Amir of Kabul in appointing Turkislr 
and Turkey. doctors and drill masters instead of british officers. 
Asia is awakening, and those who attribute to the Amir hatred of the English 
simply in consequence of the intimate relations subsisting between Afghanistan 
and Turkey, are not far-sighted. o 
2. The doors of Australia, South Africa, the Transvaal, Canada and 
oo British Columbia, writes the Daily Hitavadi 
kndions io Siem Caleutta}] of the 22nd June, have been shut 
against Indians, and the British Government, which is supposed to protect the 
interests of Indians, has done nothing to help them. In Siam, again, Indians 
and Britishers have beer placed on different footings. According to the new 
treaty between Great Britain and Siam it has been agreed that all British 
subjects residing in Siam should be placed under the jurisdiction of the law 
courts of that country. This made the British residents furious and they 
protested against the regulation, with the result that it has been decided that 
Britishers should be tried only by the British consular court in Siam. As for 
the Indians, they are to be under the control of the Siamese courts, There is 
nobody to raise a finger on their behalf, and as for the British Government, 
it never cares to do anything to help Indians residing in foreign countries, 
The Indians in Siam have appealed to England against this differential treatment 
of the whites and the blacks in Siam. 
3. The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 22nd June writes :— 
An Englishman, named: Mr. Bethell, has been 


be ee conviction. tor 
sedition in Korea. : : ° 
tious article against the Japanese... We do not 


know what England has to do with the affairs of Korea, and it must be very 
unfortunate for Mr. Bethell to have been sent to jail for an offence against 
the latter country. Why are our white contemporaries silent about the matter ? 
4, The translation of a long leading article on Persian politics, published 

+ Inthe Namat Moquaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta | 
of the 22nd June, contains the following extract :— 
It must be definitely understood that the neighbouring powers will never 
meddle with internal affairs as long as the Government and the people of Persia 
will not openly interfere with the lives and property of the foreign subjects and 
rob them of their rights. They will side neither with the Parliament nor with 
the Shah. Had the English not brought about the convention with Russia, it 


The Persian crisis. 


lately imprisoned in Korea for publishmg a sedi-° 


BasvuMati, 
June 20th, 1908, 


DaIny HiTavaDI, 
June 32nd, 1908. 


DaILy HiTavap!, 
June 22nd, 1008. 


Namal MoquaDbDas 
WaBLuL Main, 


June 18th, 1903, 


was not improbable that the latter would have taken advantage of the present | 


confusion to serve her own ends; but in view of the articles of the convention 
and the friendship with England which Russia enjoys at present, she’ will not 
interfere. Such being the situation, the result of the Shah’s seeking the 
protection of Russia or my one of the Consuls of the various Powers are 
obvious enough. The salvation of the futnre politics of Pergia, therefore, 
lies in not allowing the Shah to stir out of Persia. The Persians should, 
however, bear in mind that the above is a truth borne out by history. 
9. Referring to a message to the Times [London] recently wired by its 
Shin Miah’ eee correspondent from Tehran, in which the Shah, 
during a speech is alleged to have said that the 
throne of Persia was won by the sword by his ancestors, and that he would not 
 §lve if up without an appeal to arms, the Namai Moquaddas Hablul Matin [Cal- 
cutta | of the 2nd June says :— oe 
At last the inexperienced and youthful Shah has been puffed up by the self- 
sufficiency of the Ministers, and is ready to take the connivance of the members 
at all the violation of solemn promises and breaches of laws, as well as the public 
demonstrations of king-worship as being based on fear and awe. Perhaps he 
means to resort to arms in dealing with the people, and in the extirpation of 
barbarism as shown in the rude and oppressive actions (of the people, according 
to the principles of ancient society). What a childish sense of greatness 
and love of honour ! ” ; 


Namal MoquabDas 
HABLUL Magen. 


June 22nd, 19@, 


- i a a 
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; I1—Homz ApMmsTRATION. 


” 
/ / 


(a)-—Poliee. ; 
| _ 6. The Pallivarta [Bongong] of the 16th 
——— of nye in June complains of the frequency of grain theft ip 


the subdivision of Bongong. 
7%. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 18th June understands that a certain 
Bengali gentleman, who went to a village near 
As or a Bengali Barisal to collect subscription for some philanthropic 
ee object, was so brutally assaulted by a number of 
police constables, that he vomited blood and fell down senseless. A short time 
ago such a report would not be easily believed by anybody, but nothing is 
impossible now, Let the English bear it in mind that incidents such as this 

will sap the foundations of their empire. 


8. The Sanjivani (Caloutta] of the 18th June says that the Darjecling 

police searched the house of a Bengali clerk in the 
employ of Messrs. Morrison and Company for a gun 
missing from the drawers of the Manager of the 
firm. The house of a friend of the clerk also was similarly searched, the 
search proving bootless in both cases. This sort of police oppression will lead 
some day to very undesirable consequences. What innocent man can bear the 
indignity of a police search for nothing ? 


9. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 18th June publishes further details 
of the dacoity at Bariah in the Dacca district, and 
The Dacca dacoity and the evils 


of the Arms Act. remarks :— | 
Had not the Government disarmed the whole 


country in the way it has done, some at least of these dacoits might very easily 


Houses of innocent persons 
searched by the police. 


have been caught. 


10. The Art Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anania Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 

the 18th June says, that the Tangail authorities 

; Rnd wees dacoits proceeding have got intimation from Dacca that the dacoits 
gail. 7 

? who recently made a raid near Dacca have gone 

towards Tangail. This has made the people there very nervous, for they 

have already suffered much from the depredations of thieves and robbery. 

The police are now busy scenting out sedition, and it is not known what 

steps they are taking to protect the people. Then there is another source 

of annoyance (—) the female detectives are visiting people’s houses in 

the garb of beggars. There is no knowing what mischief they cannot do, 

for it is not unlikely that they will try to put men into trouble by privately 

taking suspicious things into the houses, lea¥ing them there, and then inform- 

ing the police. | 

11. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

iy 18th June complains of the frequency of dacoities 

Bepainency of dacoities near near Basirhat (in the 24-Parganas) which, it 


thinks, show that the police are not doing their — 


duty properly. The following are some of the men whose houses have been 
looted on the dates noted against their names :— 


Seri Kahar of Sagina, a .. lst May. 
Jadu Daw of Jirakpur, ner ditto. 
Sris Chakravarti of Katur, ... lst June. 
Priyanath Bose of Paikpara, ... Oth June. 
Kedarnath Ghosh of Chandipur, ve ditto. 
Mahes Pramanik of Chandipur, ms ditto. 


The paper also mentions several other names. eee 

12. Referring to the recent dacoity at Kamarpur (in Bogra) the Sr Sri 

: ane Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patika (Calcutta, 

m.. Fcanay Moy the mischief of of the 18th June says that it was only because an 


ao inmate of the house had a gun that he was able 
to drive away the dacoits and kill and wound some of them. Unfortunately, 


however, the Government has disarmed most of the people and hence they fall 
easy victims to dacoits who are now generally armed with guns. 


a ee wm ee oe 


> eo —_— — = 
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13. The police, writes the Anusilan [Calcutta] of the 19th June, gre very 
busy searching for bqmbs, and that is perhaps why 
they have failed to detect any of the fifteen dacoi- 
ties which took place near Basirhat (in the 24-Parganas) within eleven days 
between the 30th May and 10th June last. But then the police have stain 
enough already on their name to be afraid of any new addition to it which may 
be caused by their inability to catch dacoits. 

14. The Anusilan [Calcutta] of the 19th June does not think that the 


Dacoities near Basirhat. . 


Punitive police at Jhalakati. Bengal is anythiug but the repression of the swadeshi, 


notwithstanding what officials may say to the.contrary. The paper refers to 
the case of Jhalakati (in Backerganj) where, as it alleges, the punitive police- 
tax has been made to press the hardest on swadeshi traders, while the dealers 
in foreign goods have been lightly taxed. Besides, the traders, who used to 


sell swadesht goods but who have since the imposition of the tax agreed to deal 


in bilati goods, have had their taxes reduced. Gangaprasad Saha and Nava- 
kisor Saha had been assessed at Rs. 30 each; but since then they have begun 
to sell dilat goods, and their taxes have been reduced to Rs. 20 and Rs, 10, 
respectively. The Government is willing to promote Indian industries, but 
many of its officers are inclined just the other way. 

15. Adverting to the Circular issued by the Commissioner of Police, 

Calcutta, asking all chemists in the city to keep a 

Gavdian, agent OY oe ere separate account of the sale of certain chemicals 

for the sale of cortain chemicals. " which are likely to be used in ‘the. manufacture of 

| bombs, and to take down the names and addresses 

of the buyers of such chemicals, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June asks:— 

‘‘What is to be done if any buyer gives a false address? Has not even the 
new Explosives Act been able to dispel the fears of the authorities ?” 

16. The poor coolies who have been sent to jail for having been connected 

sis jail ak a eae with the attempt to wreck the Lieutenant-Gover- 
Pago ec seca nor’s train, writes the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
19th June, have appealed to the High Court, as 
some of the men concerned in the Anarchist plot have admitted to have com- 
mitted the act. If the coolies be innocent, they. will be acquitted. But will 
not the Police officers who collected evidence against them be promoted ? Sir 
Andrew Fraser is a friend of the police, and will His Honour fail in this 
instance to give proof of his love for his proteges ? 

17. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June writes that all prayers and 

protests against the imposition of punitive police at 
Jhalakati (Backerganj) have been in vain. The 
tax on the traders who have since its imposition consented to sell di/ati goods, 
has been reduced, while that on those who still continue firm in their swadesht 
principles remains the same, So it is quite evident that it is only for the 
purpose of killing the swadesh: that the punitive police has: been imposed, and 
the plea of ‘‘ maintenance of the peace” does not hold water. Let the 
officials do what they will; but unless the people of Bengal come forward and 
help the traders of Jhalakati, the latter are sure to fare very badly. 

18. The Hilavadi [Calcutta] of 19th June finds fault with the Midnapur 
police for having hand-cuffed and bound with 
ropes the persons arrested at Midnapur for alleged 
| complicity in the Anarchist plot, and then marched 
them along the public streets. Nothing has as yet been proved against the 
accused, but all the same they are made to suffer endless hardships by being 
detained in the fajat, And still the police are not satisfied. Would the police 
or the authorities have to suffer any loss of prestige if the accused, who are 
all respectable men, were not treated like common felons? And do the 
authorities ever care. to gauge the depth of discontent which the acts of this 
class of men create in the minds of the people? 

19. Referring to the recent dacoity at Bara in Dacca the Hitavadi 
[Calcutta | of the 19th June says that considering 
that the people are absolutely unarmed, and that 
one or two guns which were in the posses sion of people living in villages 
and which could have'been used by them as weapons of defence have been 
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taken away from them by the Magistrates, it is not st e that dacoita should 
have been able to rob them quite easily. If the police fail to run the culprits 
down, to whom then shall the helpless villagers look up for protection? — 

20. The Mihir.o. Sudhakar {Calcutta} of the 19th June says that the men 
who committed the recent dacoity in the Dacca 
district were not ordinary dacoits, They took 
away cash leaving behind notes and ornaments. 
Who were these dacoits?. They are surely connected with the new educated 

arty and the present Nihilist party. ‘They must also be connected with the 
ml outrages. Most of them cried Bande Mataram and many had sacred 
threads on. Some peaple heard them speak in English. This incident shows 
that guns and cartridges have been imported into India and the anarchists 
seem to have connection with this importation. 

21. The Prasun [ Katwa | of the 9th June reports a case of cattle-poisoning 

by one Rash Moochi of Ronda (near Katwa, in 
oO ge of cattle-poisoning the district of Burdwan). The man has been 
arrested and challanged, but nothing more has been 


The terrible dacoity in the 
Dacca district. 


heard about the matter. 
22. Referring to the opinion expressed by the Empire that the recent 
: _. dacoity in the Dacca district. was the work of the 
Dace Empire on the dacoity in National Volunteers the Bangavasit [Calcutta] of 
; the 20th June observes: This familiar trick will 
no longer deceive anybody. 
23. Referring to the search made by the Police of a Hindu temple in 
: village Chattra near Serampore, the Bangavasi 
ple searched by [Calcutta] of the 20th June says:—The search 
proved fruitless as no bombs could be found in the 
temple. Why, then, were the religious susceptibilities of the Hindus outraged 
in such a wanton manner ? | | 
24. Referring to the outrage recently committed upon a prostitute by a 
: gang of armed badmashes at Naudina bazar near 
Pr aeons in the Mymensingh Jamalpur, in the Mymensingh district, the Basumati 
: { Calcutta] of the 20th June asks: — 
What are the police doing? Arethey only searching for bombs? dis 
—— the Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal should take notice of the 
incident. 


25. Referring to the sudden death in hayat of one Sarada Charan Sen of 
- _.  Patiya in Chittagong who was recently arrested by 
A fey yet eae Police on @ warrant, and whose dead body was 
ajat in Chittagong. ' a 
not allowed to be seen by his relatives, as reported 
in the Amrija Bazar Patrika the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June observes: 
The Sanjivani’s remarks in connection with this incident that our life and death 
are all full of misery are very true, The authorities should unravel the 
mystery in connection with the death of Sarada as no useful purpose will be 
served by allowing the uneasiness in the public mind to grow. 
26. The Dainik Chandrika “Caleutta] of the 20th June writes :— 


7 I'he Government is very anxious to forge 
police fresh fetters for the people of the country. Law 
after law is being enacted to stop the mouths of 

the people, but the grievances which cause them to open are never meant to be 
removed. ‘lake, for instance, the case of police oppression. Has there been an 
occasion on which a single police officer has been publicly censured for his 
high-handed conduct? Far from it. The indulgence given to the police by the 
authorities|has|encouraged them so far as to make them quite heedless. about 
what they do. Hereis an incident which we quote from the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika:— Raja Surya Kanta Ray, a zamindar of Faridpur, was giving a feast 
to the poor at Puri on the occasion of adopting a son. The humble guests had 
been accommodated on the public road, and when they had begun to eat from 
their plantain leaves placed on the ground, two European police officers 
happened to arrive there on a gharry and insisted on driving through the road, 
which they did in spite of the protests of many gentlemen and to the great 
inconvenience of the poor people who had sat down to their dinner. ‘Tears 
were seen to roll down the cheeks of some of them, Now, what can be. more 
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disgraceful than the above conduct on the part of the two police officers? We 
know the Lieutenant-Governor is a “‘ friend of the police,” but is-it not high 
time that he took steps to check this sort of aggressiveness on their part? 
27. A correspondent of the Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 20th June 
alleges that Mr. D. Forrester, the Manager of the 
Allegations against Mr. D. Fort Gloster Jute Manufacturing Company which 
Perret the Fort Gloster holds some villages near Howrah, in  putnt, 
sy is committing great oppression on the villagers. 
No tenant is allowed to build a house, cut down a tree, dig up earth, 
or re-excavate a tank without his permission. If any body disobeys this 
order he is arrested, taken to Mr. Forrester and punished and oppressed 
in various ways. The correspondent is prepared to furnish names and other 
particulars in support of his allegation. | 


28. Such has been the bitterness of the feelings roused against the 


authorities by the quartering of the punitive police 
at Tinnevelly, writes the Howrah Hitaishi [ Howrah } 
of the 20th June, that at a meeting held by the townsmen to protest against 
the measure it was decided not to appeal to the Government against it, as it was 
useless to do so. What has brought things to sucha pass? We ask the 


officials to pause and think. Te us it appears to be the forebodings of the 
cataclysm. 


29. The Samminilani [Serampore ]of the 20th June quotes a paragraph from 


the thar in which it is said that the depredation by 
Frequency of thefts in theCon- thieves have become very frequent in the 
Dit Pore villages of Akindi, Latdighi, Maishati, Surundia, 
Kantai, Majna, etc., in the Contai Subdivision, 

district Midnapore. The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 
30. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore}) of the 22nd June quotes from the 


a as Nihar a ar, age in which the police are = 
see cee leat ~~ soto have forcibly taken away the guns and swords 
police in spite of licenses. from the houses of a few zaminders of the Contai 


Subdivision, District Midnapore, in spite of their possessing licenses to keep the 
arms, and observes :— 

Does the Government intend to completely disarm the Midnapore District 
where life is fraught with dangers of various kinds? Ifso, the matter should 


be publicly notified. Why should the police be allowed to make this sort of 
vexatious raids ? | 


Punitive police at Tinnevelly. 
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81. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 16th June says that regard Busowas saxstvan, 


; heing had to the youth of the misguided boy, 

ee ene eee Khudiram, the pall adoeath may well Tesoatahe the 
death sentence passed on him to a sentence of transportation for life, without 
letting the cause of justice suffer in any way. Two lives have already been 
lost, what good would it do to sacrifice another life? The principle “life for 
life” is a relic of old barbarous times, It gives no time to the victim to 


reform himself. The writer is not without hope that Khudiram will yet reform 
and be a useful member of society. 


32. The Murshidabad Hitaishini [Berhampore] of the 17th June says that 


the sentence of death inflicted on Khudiram should 
D ig 
min rime Tietine 1, cuuieiiel (© enoal transportation for life, in 


consideration of his extreme Ya and of the fact that he was a mere dupe in 
the hands of his accomplice Dines. 


33. Referring to the Naraingarh train-wrecking case which has come uP 
ere _ tothe High Court on appeal, the Sri Sri Vishnu 
cua retmaarh train-wrecking DPyiyg.o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
18th June says that it is strange that in spite of the 

revelations that have been made in the Calcutta bomb case about the attempt 
to wreck Sir Andrew Fraser’s train, no enquiry has been instituted into the 
case of the coolies who have been sentenced to long terms of imprisonment on 
that charge, with a view to find out whether or not the incrimination of these 
unfortunate men was the result of a conspiracy. 
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34. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anande Basar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 
18th June says that the nonchalant way in which 

Khudiram received the sentence of death passed on 
him makes it very likely that he is suffering from insanity and monomania, 
and should not undergo a sentence of death. The result of the medical 
examination of Khudiram is not known to the public. H is rumoured that 
Khudiram has appealed to the High Court. The result of this appeal is 
awaited with great interest. a [Caleutta] of the 19¢h J 
‘ | ; e Anustian | Calcutta | of the 19th June 

as Mie a ts belt ns ‘approves of the appoimtment of Mr. Mahadov 


Is Khudiram insane P 


Court. Bhaskar Chowral as a Judge of the Bombay 


High Coort. 
86. Considering that Phanindra Nath Mitra, the late printer of the 
Yugantar, is already undergoing a long term of im- 


The fresh prosecution of the ‘sonment. and that the n 
printer of the Yugantar news- eee : that the new Newspapers Act has 


made it quite impossible for a paper like the 
mae Yugantar to be published any ineln the Mitavadi 
[Calcutta] of the 19th June does not think that it is at all to the credit of the 
Government to prosecute the man again on a fresh charge. __ 
387. The Aitavads [Calcutta] of the 19th June fails to understand why 
a the Additional Sessions Judge of the 24-Parganas 
cant? Darjeeling Mail assault did not acquit Durga Charan Sanyal, although four 
out of five jurors found him “‘ not guilty.” The paper 
also condemns the refusal of bail to the man, in spite of his being very weak and 
ailing. Mr. Stirling of Lahore got only six months’ imprisonment for having 
killed his black servant; and Durga Charan Babu is being driven from pillar 
to post simply because he struck two white men! And unfortunately for 
this country, such incidents are far from rare. 
38. The Hitavadt oe of the 19th June writes :— 
7 et Khudiram amply atone for his sin—we 
Boentt sentence on Khudiram have nothing to say to that, nor shall we say any- 
thing just now as regards the evidence which was 
put forward against him by the police; for we hear Khudiram is going to 
appeal against his sentence. But it has been proved that Khudiram had two 
or three attacks of insanity previously, andhis behaviour during the hearing 
of the case against him was rather strange. He admitted his own guilt, was 
all aloog quite indifferent to his fate, and offered to explain how bombs are 
made even when he heard his own death sentence. ‘! aking all this into con- 
sideration, one is inclined to doubt very much whether the unfortunate lad is 
quite in his senses. Would it, in these circumstances, have been a failure of 
justice if the poor fellow had not been sentenced to suffer the extreme penalty 
of the law ? 

39. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 19th June says that a strange notice has 

BOS . been issued by the Magistrate of Dinajpur upon 4 

hee eerel notice upon ® student named Upendra Chakrabarti ordering him 

— not to distribute the Yugantar newspaper in the 

town. These aro strange times and many other notices of this description are 
likely to be issued shortly. 

40. Referring to the sentence of fine inflicted upon two boys by Mr. 

, : Thornhill, Chief Presidency Magistrate, for throwing 
opender boys cherged with & stones into the house of Inspector Mahapatra, and 
to the release of a boy of eight charged with the 

same offence, the Basumat: [Calcutta ] of the 2th June says:— 

If in these days an accused re escaped with a fine only he should thank 
his stars. An eight-year-old child is charged with a criminal offence! Is such 
a wonderful sight possible in any other part of the world,? 

The Punjab ruling on defama- 41. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta] of the 20th 
ton. June questions the ruling of the Punjab Chief Court 
that a defamation case abates with the death of the party defamed. 


Danix Caawpaixa, 42. The Dainik Chandrika [Caleutta] of the 20th June notices the hot and 
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ad nail — unpleasant words which passed between Mr. Norton 
Messrs. : ones aan Bar and Mr. B.M. Chatterjee, Counsel on opposite 
Con virner caset®! in the bomb sides in the Court of Mr. Birley at Alipore. The 
7 paper says that it was very improper of Mr, Norton 
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to abuse a junior member of the same learned profession to which he himeelf 
belongs, and it was equally improper of Mr. Birley to afford no protection to 
Mr. Chatterjee from Mr. Norton’s rudeness. 
e 43. The Howrah . Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 
Sentence of whipping on * 20th June condemns as barbarous and brutal the 
ee sentence of whipping passed on a boy who was 
connected with the riots at Tuticorin. | 
44. The Khulnavass [Khulna] of the 20th June a that the offence, 
namely, the murder of Miss and Mrs. Kennedy, of 
Death sentence on Khudiram. which Khudiram stands guilty, was the result of a 
pure accident, he having thought that the carriage into which he threw the 
bomb really carried Mr. Kingsford whom he was misguided to think an enemy 
of his country, Having regard to this circumstance, and taking into consider- 
ation the extreme youth of the prisoner, the trying Judge, Mr. Carnduff, might 
very well have passed a sentence of transportation for life, instead of inflicting 
the extreme penalty of the law, 

45. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 20th June says that Khudiram Bose is 
not an ordinary criminal, not an assassin of the 
type that we meet with every day. It was not 
Khudiram’s intention to murder imnocent ladies. He went to Muzaffarpur to 
murder Mr. Kingsford, and to this he was led by the idea that by murderin 
Mr. Kingsford he could strike such a terror into the hearts of all Englishmen an 
the authorities in the country, as would induce them to reduce their persecutions 
of Bengali youths and the cause of swadesht and boycott, and herein he only 
imitated his Western teachers, who often to intimidate their Governments 
with bombs. What results from an imitation of Western practices can 
never be acceptable to a Hindu, and the writer does not in the least 
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support what Khudiram has done. But the bomb incident in Bengal is not the — 


effect of the rankling sore of subjugation in the hearts of the Bengali 
youths. It is, as we have all along been saying, the effect of the treatment 
which the aspirations of Indians, educated in Western methods and ideas, have 
met with at the hands of Englishmen, official and non-official. This is why we 
are sorry for Khudiram, and. grieve at the sentence of hanging that has been 
passed on him. The heartless law of the English may have found him guilty 
of man-slaughter,- but our Hindu method of analysing things leads us to the 
conclusion that he is innocent. He had only taken a lerger dose of Western 


wine than he could bear. The idea of killing Englishmen was put into his 


_ head by men reeling under the influence of Western ideas. The Hindus believe 
thatit is the sin of the King which brings misfortune on the praja (the 
people), We shall, therefore, in the midst of our heart-rending sorrow at the 
hanging of Khudiram, hold the English alone responsible for the bomb affair. 
Death has no terror for Hindus, and Khudiram is going to die fearlessly. He 
has hidden nothing, he has told no lie to save himself. For good or for evil, 
he went forward to kill and die for an idea. He knows how to die and has taken 
the sentence of death witha smile, To the Bengalis he has shown a new mode 
of death. Without dying like an insect, he has sacrificed his self for his country. 
The people of the country may not dare to speak out so much, but in their heart 
of hearts they are blessing Khudiram, and are praying to God to bless them 
with children like him and endow them with sentiments such as have given bim 
strength to be ready to embrace death with perfect coolness and unconcern. 
Khudiram has been found guilty mainly on his own confessions, Without 
these confessions it would have been very difficult to convict him. It was the 
intoxication of sentiment and youthful haughtiness added to an ambition to 
show off his bravery which led him to make the confessions. He is not ashamed 
of what he has done. He does not see any sin in it. A wise Judge should not, 
therefore, convict him on his own confessions. It may be that Khudiram is 
bent on sacrificing himself in an attempt to save another man ; perhaps he is only 
shielding the real murderer. In this state of things, should Mr. Carnduff have 
passed the sentence of death on him? We think that by passing the sentence 
of death on Khudiram, Mr. Carnduff has given him too much importance, and at 
the same time made the ruling class in India look small. It is asin to murder 
women, But has Khudiram murdered women? None of Khudiram’s coun- 
trymen considers him a murderer, Khudiram does not fear death. The 
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hanging of Khudiram will not therefore have the desired effect of 
the wicked. It will, on the contrary, strengthen them. By hanging 1 talicene 
you will make him an object of worship, and yourself an object of hatred to 
many Bengalis. If, even. now, you spare his life, you will thereby indirect] 
conquer him and his party. In this state of things it would be wise for ad 
not to give scope to your spirit of revenge. Again, it is probable that, but for 
eh = ich a oe to undergo at the hands of 
. Woodman, the istrate, and which Mr. Carnduff took objecti 

would not have been at all convicted. arene 

In a country where men are born only to die it does not matter if a dozen 
of Khudirams are hanged. But for your welfare we are bound to say that 
if Khudiram is hanged, the prevailing ill-feeling between the rulers and the 
ruled will become permanent, a new fashion of death will come into vogue in 
the aa and no one will in future desire to die in quiet. 

46. Referring to the reference to the High Court made by the Sessions 

— Judge of Alipur in the Darjeeling Mail train 
Sanyal. na case the Samay [Calcutta] of the 20th June 
writes :— 

We are astounded at the conduct of the Judge. His feelings towards the 
accused Durga Charan Sanyal may be gathered from this behaviour. He 
might, with propriety, allow the accused to remain on bail. But for some 
unknown cause the old man was remanded to jail. Has the Judge ever 
pondered over the revulsion of public feeling which bas taken place on account 
of these travesties of justice ? 

47, The Sammilani [Serampore] of the 20th June learns that henceforth 
no cases shall be tried summarily in Bengal. 
Both parties shall have to engage pleaders and 


Durgacharan 


Discoursging of summary trials. 


sufficient time shall be allowed for their arguments, This will give work | 


enough to many a briefless pleader to keep his attention engaged. Pleaders 
will have less leisure to join the swadeshs agitation. Government have given 
them both food and medicine. } 

48. The Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta ] of the 21st June notices the incivility 

Incivility of Mr. Norton, the Of Mr. Norton, the prosecution counsel in the bomb 
prosecution counsel in the bomb Conspiracy Case, towards Mr. B, M. Chatterjee, the 
conspiracy case. counsel for the defence and remarks :— 

As for Mr. Norton, his incivility and hauteur are due to blindness caused 
by his white skin, wealth and professional eminence. But the refusal of the 
court to afford protection to Mr. Chatterjee is extremely regrettable. Such 
conduct on the part of a Magistrate lowers the prestige of the court, and 
narrows the woe of justice. 

49. Referring to the award of damages given to Babu Brajendra Kisor 

des Reus Ray Chaudhuri against Mr, Clarke, the Daily 

ee Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd June writes :— 

It is a happy thing that some justice can still be had at the High Court. 
We hope that the lesson taught to Mr. Clarke will bring him to bis senses. 
But is it nota strange thing that Mr, Clarke has not, as he has himself 
admitted during the hearing of this case, read the Indian Penal Code for the 
last 12 years and is ey ignorant of the Arms Act? And yet “this 
jewel among men’”’ is supposed to deal out justice to the people of an entire 


district, and has been steadily promoted! Such a thing is possible only in 
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India. 


50. Expressing satisfaction at the High Court’s decision in the Jamalpur 
cases the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd 
June writes :— 

The High Court has in reality maintained that prestige for the sake of 
which the white officials never hesitate to trample justice and virtue under 
foot. It is not the fear of England’s sword, but the faith the people of India 
had in British justice and honesty, which won their hearts and made them 
devoted to the English. For the last few years, however, the white officials 
have lost sight of this fact and are trying to exact the people’s love by brute 
force. By so doing the officials are only making the people lose all love and 
respect for them. ‘Though intoxicated by power, they (the officials) do not seem 
to realise the situation. The officials are trying to remove the present 
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: / 
jiscontent by the very meang- which have created it, viz., by oppressiou and 
persecution. Ever/since the swadesh: agitation was Bet on foot, Police officers : 
snd Magistrates have been oppressing and persecutiing the people of many a iy 
village and have set up a despotic rule there. All this had made illiterate _— i 
and half-educated people lose all hopes about obtaining justice in this country. Wi 
Mr. Clarke broke the peace which he was supposed to maintain, and i 
the authorities have rewarded him with promotion instead of punishing | 
him. Will this circumstance enhance the reputation of the Government ? Hi 
The High Court has, by its decision in the Jamalpur cases, assured the it 
Indian public that if any Magistrate commits a wrong it may expect to 
see it redressed by the High Court, an idea which had almost vanished 
from the minds of the fw ae The Anglo-Indian community will no doubt : 18 
he furious with the High Court for this interference with the action of 1 
the Executive. But so long as the High Court goes on restraining oppressive } E 
oficials, the love and respect the people have for the British will remain ii 
unshaken. 
51. Referring to the judgment delivered by Mr. Justice Fletcher in the amr Hrtavanr, cf 
| Jamalpur loot case the Daily Hitavadi[Caleutta) °™*7* 9% 
Mr. Justice Fletcher's judg- # the 24th June writes :— 
ment in the Jamal pur loot case. OF WHO « UNC WIltes -—— . 
His Lordship has in his Eee laid down 
limits within which a Magistrate must remain, We should all be grateful to 
his lordship for it. He made it quite clear that in the British Empire no 
official possessed unlimited power and that the official as well as the common 
people were alike subject to the same laws. i | | 
Babu Brojendra Kisor is a rich man, and was therefore able to bring a ab 
case against the Magistrate in the High Court. But poor people silentl 
submit to all sorts of oppression. Many people have,thus lost faith in British 
justice. ‘To restore public confidence the only thing necessary is to control 
the police and the mufassal hakims, 
52. The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 24th June says that the news pars prravanr, 
i i that Justice Fletcher will preside at the ensuing June 24th, 1908, 
ensuing High Court Sessions. High Court Sessions has inspired confidence in the 
public mind as his lordship has given satisfaction 
by the impartial justice he has done in the Jamalpur case. There is no 


doubt that political opinions or racial hatred will not prejudice any accused : 
person, 
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53. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 19th June notices the case of the editor Samay, 
ae of the Frontier Advocate, and mentions the harsh %° 1b, 1908. 
editor in iad d sufferings of 2 ¢reatment which he is alleged to have received in 
jail, 
54. Referring to the exceptionally harsh treatment alleged to have been —gayaavass, 
iat haat accorded to the editor of the Frontier Advocate of June 20th, 1908. 
dtr nial ment OF 8 = Dera Ismail Khan in the Punjab, while in jail, the 


| details of which have been pone in that paper, 
the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 20th June says :—Will the serious complaints 
of the editor reach the ears of the Secretary of State? 


099. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 20th June writes :— Howran HrTarsai, 
j The Frontier Advocaie of Dera Ismail Khan %7°%t 19% 
All * “ . e * & 
yay a of Lala: says that while in jail Lala Karam Chand, the 


; os editor of that paper, was kept with his hands and 
leet tied to a tree with iron chains. He was next confined in a solitary cell, and 


was made to work very hard in spite of his bad state of health, So then it is 
not in Bengal alone, but all over India, that police rule has been established. 

56, Understanding from one of its correspondents that Maulvi Liakat ™‘*>" NT 
Hossein and Dr, Abdul Gofur will be shortly re- ee 
moved from Barisal to a jail in Assam Proper, and 
not only this but that they will be constantly shifted 
from one jail to another, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 22nd June 
‘xclaima : “¢ Why this frequent shifting ” ? 


o,uiakat Hossein and Dr. Abdul 
ofur. 


JASOHAB, 
June 1&th, 1908. 
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(d)—- Education. 


57, Adverting to the dismissal from service of Babu Bireswar Das, the 


7 ; / Head-master of the Bogra Zilla School, for havin 
Ph oes | pupils which contained 

: allusions to the present strained relations between 
Hindus and Musalmans, and to the miserable condition of India, the Jasohar 


; Farag? of the 18th June says that it is for such a trivial offence that Bireswar 


abu has been dismissed from service just on the eve of his retirement after a 
service of twenty-five years. What next? 
58. Referring to the newspapers and periodicals recommened by the 


+33 _ Eastern Bengal and Assam Government for the 
puede ke Racer Genes a2 use of schools and colleges, the Sanjieani [Calcutta] 
“pam Government for use in of the 18th June remarks :— 
ee It is a pity to find the Indian Mirror rejected 
by the Eastern Bengal Government in spite of the encomium bestowed on it b 
His Excellency the Viceroy. The Modern Review and the Jndian World have 
also been rejected, but strange to say that the Review of Reviews, the well- 
known organ of socialism and the fierce critic of the acts of the Indian bureau- 
cracy, has found a place on the list of the approved monthlies. Some of the 
pictures and the love stories published in the //lusirated London News, the Graphic 
and the Strand Magazine are highly objectionable and pernicious to the morals 
of students. Still these papers have been recommended, though a useful and in 
every way unexceptionable monthly like the Mukul has been rejected. In fact 


the list betrays a sad ignorance on the part of the authorities, and excites 


BaNJIVANI, 
June 18th, 1908. 


SaMay, 


June 18th, 1908. 


BaNnGavasl, 
Jun, 20th, 198. 


BasvuMaAtTI, 
June 2Cth, 1908, 


laughter at their cost. 


59, The Sanjivani{ Calcutta] of the 18th June says that the Syndicate of 
ae ee the a a _ — ~~ 7 
Po sper eg Tee Ge nglish School, in the Noakhali 
et ee district, to Seake the Flead Pandit who is a swadeshi 
agitator, and remove two members who were convicted in a swadesht case from 
the school committee, on pain of the withdrawal of the recognition of the school 
by the University. These wise men of the University, remarks the paper, will 
not desist till they have reduced the country to the verge of anarchy. 


60, Referring to the dismissal of oe arise ig tng ay 
os of the Bogra Zilla School, the Samay { Calcutta} o 

nite dinnioelofs Hinde Heed the 19¢h June writes:—~ 
Considering how great is the love now pro- 
fessed for Musalmans, the least deviation from. the usual course proves disas- 
trous. The whole country is sorry at the dismissal of Babu Bireswar Das in 
his old age, after a service of 25 years. It is certain if any Musulman or 
Englishman had been guilty of the so-called offence, it would have been over- 
looked. Bireswar Babu being a Hindu, must be fortunate in not being 
punished more severely than he has been. Every Hindu officer in Hastern 


Bengal: is either receiving, or will receive, the treatment which has been meted 
out to him. , : 


61. Referring to the dismissal of Babu Bireswar Das, 38.a., Head-master 
i i ee of the Bogra Zilla School, for asking the boys to 
master of a Zilla School, .—s- transiate a portion of an essay dealing with 
swadeshi principles, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
20th June says :— —- ; 
The Head-master has served Government for the last 25 years, and His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor should see justice done to this officer. 
62. The Basumati { Calcutta] of the 20th June has the following under 


: rT | ° TT? oad aie 
Tawleasuess in the University. the heading “‘ Lawlessness in the University 


There is no man in India learned in Prakrit. 


A meeting of the Senate was convened on Saturday the 13th June lest. 
One of the subjects for discussion at the meeting was the appointment of a 
University Reader and some University Lecturers. The Syndicate had noml- 
nated Professor Pischel of Berlin for appointment as University Reader to 
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ure on the philology of the Prakrit language. By order of the Vice- 
Dhanceilor, Mr. Renjentak Nath Seal, u.a , proposed that the Syndicate’s nomi- 
nation be aecepted. Mr. Seal said that the study of the P’rakrit was practically 
unknown in India, and that it was therefore necessary to resuscitate Prakrit 
lore by importing Professor Pischel from Germany, the * home, ” as he said, 
of prakrit learning. Professor Pischel has been engaged in the study of the 
philology of the prakrit language for a long time; has written a beautiful 
grammar of the prakri¢ language and has received a certificate from the French 
Academy of Letters, the well-known body of learned men, for his researches 
in the prakrit tongue. He alone, thefore, was capable of explaining the laws 
of the prakrit philology on scientific principles. The Senate should, therefore, 
accept the nomination of the Syndicate. pee 

After this, Mahamahopadhyaya Hara Prasad Sastri moved an amendment, 
which was to the following effect:—Dr. Hoernle who was born in India, 
studied the prakri# language for a long time as a member of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, published an edition of the prakrit grammar, named 
the “ Prakrit lakehanam” witha translation, and was proficient in Gujrati, 
Marathi, Hindi, Bengali and other current Indian languages, should be 
appointed as University Reader in preference to Mr. Pischel, and that he would, 
if requested, probably consent to accept the Readership. In seconding this 
amendment, Rai Rajendra Chandra Sastri Bahadur said:—If it be at all 
necessary to appoiut a European for this sort of work, then it is by all means 
desirable (0 appoint a man who for peas lived in India, who had gained a 
proficiency in the Indian languages and who, with the aid of Indian pundiés, had 
made a special study of the prakrit language. Then a discussion followed, and 
one or two Eurvpeans and Mr, Hari Nath De supported the appointment of 
Mr. Pischel. 

Last of all, the Vice-Chancellor, who is the present autocrat of the Uni- 
versity, said that Mr. Hoernle was undoubtedly an eligible candidate. But 
he was now engaged in the translation of a certain Indian medical work (the - 
Susruta‘, and hence it was not probable that he would abandon that work to 
accept the Uuiversity Readership. On the other hand, he had written to 
Mr, Pischel, and in reply had recelved his consent. Aguin, as Mr, Pischel 
has gained the certificate of the French Academy of Letters, no doubt, whatever, 
of his abilities could be entertained! He, therefore, asked the Senate to 
appoint D1. Pischel. | 

The amendment moved by Mahamahopadhyaya Sastri was rejected and 
the Syndicate’s proposal was accepted. 

What we want to say in this connection is this: Did the Syndicate 
before making their nominations of the ‘‘ Reader” and “ Lecturers” consult 
the bodies known as Boards of Studies in differeat languages? If not, why 
not? Could they give a resonable answer to this question? We, on our part, 
see that as a consequence of the lawlessness on the part of the Syndicate and 
the present Vice-Chancellor, for it is really he who constitutes the Syndicate, 
the other members being mere puppets moved by strings held in his hands and 
carrying out his orders. The reputation of the University is daily waning. 

If at the outset the question of appointing a Reader of the Prakrit language 
had been discussed in the Board of Studies in Sanskrit 7.¢, languages, then, 
the name of a foreigner, totally ignorant of Indian venaculare, would never 
have been proposed, and there would then have been no occasion for Mr. Seal 
to reveal his astounding ignorance in this connection. | | 

It is needless to say that in India even at the present time the Prakrit 
language is extensively studied, Every Sanskrit-knowing pandit is proficient 
in Prakrit. Without a knowledge of prakrit, no dramain Sanskrit can be 
understocd, Prakrit is mother of Bengali and other Indian vernaculars, in 
which words from prakrit find an extensive currency. 

Quite recently, the Bombay pandits havo published editions of many excel- 
lent prakrit works, Among those works the ‘“‘ Goudavaho or the slaying of the 
King of Gaura”, a historical poem, edited by Sankara pandit, deserves special 
mention, The preface to that work is written in English. In this work its 
- editor has given ample proof of his knowledge of Prakrit, Besides this the 
“Setu Kavya”, ‘Gatha Saptasati” and mapy other excellent Prakrit poems 
have been recently published in the Kavyamala, a Sanskrit periodical, by purely 
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BroauaT MITRA, - 
June 20th, 1908, 


DaINIK CHANDRIKA, 
Jun, 20th, 1908, 


D AIRIEK CHANDRIKEA, 
Jun, 20th, 1908, 


NaYak, 
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native pandits. Many ‘Jain Prakrit works have also, within the last few years, 
been published in Calcutta and elsewhere. Even to this day Prakrit ig exten. 
sively studied by the Jain gurus. All these facts are well known to the Vice- 
Chancellor, and in the list of Prakri¢t text books for the M: A. Examination 
prepared by himself, he has included the names of ‘‘ Goudavaho” and other books, 
And yet in his quest for a professor of Prakrit, the double-doctor Ashutosh 


had to run as far as Germany! He could not find a suitable man in his own 


country ! 
If the proposal had becn discussed in the Board of Studies in Sanskrit, 
i.e.; languages, then questions like these would probably have been raised. It 
is for this reason that the Vice-Chancellor did not entrust the Board: with the 
settlement of the question. But it is he who constitutes the Board. It would 
be no exaggeration to say that even here there is a complete dearth of indepen- 
dent men. Nearly all the members of the Board are indebted to him either 
for examinerships or something else. This being so even if the Board had been 
asked to settle this question, he would have had nothing to fear. The fact 
is that, so long as the Boards are not reconstituted, so long as the members 
of the Boards are not free from the thraldom of the Vice-Chancellor by 
depriving them of their rights to set question papers, their right to examiner- 
ships, etc., so long will the arbitrary authority of the Vice-Chancellor in the 
University remain intact. 

After this, if a man were imported from Berlin or St. Petersburgh ‘to teach 
the philology of the Bengali language in succession to Dines Babu, we should 
not at all be surprised! for this purpose a nomad Esquimau pandit even 
from Kamschatka may possibly make his appearance! In the régime of the 
present Vice-Chancellor, so enamoured of foreigners, many European scholars 
are being appointed as examiners in Sanskrit for the B. A., and M. A., Examina- 
tions. Their Prakrit scholarship also was established at the lJaat meeting — of 
the Senate. Bengali, Hindi and other Indian vernaculars still remain ; but 
even these will not, perhaps, thanks to the present Vice-Chancellor, Jong be 
beyond the reach of foreign intrusion. 


We will deal with the appointment of Lecturers in Sanskrit and other 
matters connected with the University in future issues. 


63. Hearing the rumour that the Khalsa College, Amritsar is shortly to 


i eit Wk be made over to direct Government management, 
ee ee the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th June asks 

‘how would the independent minded Sikhs of the Punjab like the change ?” 
64. The authorities Cal akan eng moh says ro Dainik a 
; ar Jalcutta] of the 20th June, have not yet shaken 
the yo - the results of off their old bad habits, in spite of over strengent 
University Examinations. regulations. It is two months since the results of 
the B. Sc. and L. M.S Examinations were out. After this long lapse of time 
the Registrar has again notified the success of two more fortunate candidates 
who appeared in those examinations. Had those candidates committed suicide 

to escape the disgrace of failure, who would have been responsible for it ? 

65. The Dainik Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 20th June quotes a 
ites it dis Mickie h from the Amrita Bazar Patrika, in which 
Beara Zilla Schoo). i ’ it is alleged that the Head-master of the Bogra 
Zilla School has been summarily dismissed merely 
for setting in an examination paper a passage which smacked of the swadesht. 


66. The Nayak LOneniied of the 20th June says that Pandit Panchanan 
Alleced misappropriation of _atkaratna, of Bhatpara, has been in the habit of 
Pe. A at B i misappropriating the proceeds of Government 


stipends in the name of studends who have long 
ceased to have any connection with his ¢o/, ‘This has been done by the Pandit 


without the knowledge of the other two Pandits of the ¢o/, Bireswar Smrititirtha 
and Kamal Krishna Smrititirtha, who if questioned on the subject are sure to 
divulge the wehle truth. Now that the matter has been made public, Pandit 


Panchanan Tarkaratna is trying with the help of some of the Pandits of the 


local Government schools to prove the attendance in the fol of such students 
as are reported to have long been absent from it. The Director of Public 


Instruction is requested to enquire into this case of gross jobbery and mis- 
appropriation of public money. 
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67. The Birbhum Hitaieht [Suri] of the 12th June thanks the District se Hrramnr, 


: | __.. Magistrate of Birbhum for ordering ,wells to be 
PR a of water-famine in the sunk in every village within the district, and prays 
mi for his prosperity in life. | 

68. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 16th June publishes a letter from a 
correspondent complaining of the scarcity of water 
at Patharmahara (in Manbhum). The paper also 
says that the Buch Bund, Poka Bund, Nazir Bund and Beker Bund are ina 
most miserable condition and causing great inconvenience to the local people. 
The silting up of the Bucha Bund is wholly due to the construction of the 
railway culvert alongside it and to the ashes and other refuse thrown into it 
by the railway people. The paper also takes exception to the proposal of 
allowing people to fish in the Saheb Bund. This is sure to pollute the water 
of the Bund, which is used for drinking purposes by a large number of people. 
Besides, many women come to take water from this Bund and it will be very 
inconvenient to-them if a number of males are present there all day. 

69. The Pallivarta [Bongong] of the 15th June writes :— . 

Mr. Agasti, the Magistrate of Jessore, is doing 
his best to improve the sanitation of the district, 
but in vain. So long as the affairs of the district are entirely in the hands of 
Bengali officials, there is no hope fer anything. If, however, the distfict is 
manned by English officers and they fall ill of malaria, the Government is sure 
to turn its attention to the place and try to make it more healthy, 

70. The Bangavasi {Calcutta} of the 20th June notices the serious water 

i i scarcity in the Khulna district owing to the water 
eee tine ey 6° of rivers and nullas becoming uuexpectedly briny. 
| Cholera has made its appearance among the in- 
habitants and cattle mortality has fearfully increased. The authorities as well 
as the zamindars and Talukdars seem to be quite indifferent. How long will 
such a state of things continue? 

71. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June expresses its satisfaction 

: at the election of Babu Radha Charan Pal by the 
Pl Pe ble Babu Badha (Calcutta Corporation as its representative on the 
| Bengal Legislative Council. Babu Radha Charan 

isa worthy son of a worthy father, and fully deserves the honour. 

72. Babu Sasibhusaa 5 ae — to the Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 22nd 

une complaining of the want of a proper suppl 
BP ng ap BP ece Pay of drinking-water near the Potat A tt in ‘> 
Burdwan district, which contributed largely to 
the severe cholera epidemic which recently broke out among the coolies, The 
writer asks the District Board to pay prompt attention to the matter. 


Water-scarcity near Purulia. 


The sanitation of Jessore. 


(g)—Rastlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


73. The Manbhum (Purulia} of the 16th June complains of - 

i inconvenience caused to the public, owing to the 

Paralie Railay Bate . > yoet of an overbridge at the Purulia Railway 
ation. 

74, The Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 17th June writes, that although land 
has been acquired for the Hooghly-Katwa Rail- 
way, no sign of the works being taken in hand has 
been seen as yet. Would it not have been proper to start the works now 
when famine is raging in the Province ? 

75. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 19th June condemns the absence of 

any proper arrangement for the supply of drinking- 
Mk BBE ly _of we water to third class passengers on the Kast Indian 
on the Fast Indian Railway. © Railway. It is quite a common thing to find 
numbers of passengers shouting for the water-man, 
who is generally conspicuous by his absence. There are water-taps at certain 
big stations, such as Bandel, Burdwan, etc. ; but the water, coming as it does 


The Hooghly-Katwa Railway. 
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from a metal reservoir which gets quite hot owing to exposure to the gun. is 
hardly drinkable, | ) om. 


76. The Birbhum Varia [Suri] of the 20th June draws the attention of 


A complaint foe the ess ne Bast Indian Railway authorities to the incon. 
sideration of Eastern Bengal Rail- venience felt by passengers travelling to and from 
way authorities. _ Suri on account of the trains on the Ondal-Sainthia 
line having no eorresponding trains on the connected lines, | 

77. The Dainik Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 20th June is glad that the 

_ attention of the authorities has at last been drawn 

ao and theftsin to the frequency of railway collisions and thefts 
. in running trains, - | a 

78. A correspondent of the Nava Jivani [Calcutta] of the 20th June 

A complaint for the considers. OFaws attention to the inconvenience felt by 
tion of the authorities of Khulna- belated passengers for want of walting-rooms at 
Barisal Steamer Service Company. many of the stations on the Khulna-Barisal Steamer 
line. The correspondent also complains of the discourtesy of the crew and 
the Captain of the steamer named Palver on the same line. 


(h)—- General, 


79. The Bankura Darpan{ Bankura of the 10th June expresses satisfaction 


| sss at the appointment of Mr. E. N. Baker as successor 
dit. EN. Baker as Lientonant- to Sir Andrew Fraser, and hopes that Mr. Baker 
on will prove a kind and sympathetic Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

80. Referring to the withdrawal of the order of the District Magistrate 
toe of Puri forbidding natives to visit certain parts of 
Pigeon ig potas gece vey 1 the sea-beach, the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of 
a Ped. the 16th June remarks := 
| Why are such orders at all passed? Do they 

not throw discredit on the wisdom of their authors? 

81, The allivarta | Bongong] of the 16th June understands that some 
men of Khalispur are trying to oppose the removal 
of the Khalispur Snb-Registry office to Mahespur, 
which will be very convenient to the people of the 
latter place. These men are doing so from purely selfish motives, and they are 
persuading people by false arguments to sign their names to ‘a petition which 
they intend to submit to the Government. 

82. The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the 18th June writes:—_ 

It is quite sure that all those soft and nice things which Lord Morley said 

during this speech ‘at the Civil Service Club had 
been inspired by British merchants. It is an 
open secret thet the swadesht has compelled many 
a mill at Manchester to be closed for want of work, and that it is British 
merchants who have the Government under their'thumb. So it goes without 


The removal of the Khalispur 


Lord Morley’s spéech at ‘the 
Civil Service Club. 


saying that as soon as the swadeshi.gains more'strength, British merchants will - 


suffer great loss, and compel the Secretary of State for India to satisfy all the 
just demands of India. 
83. Referring to the resolution of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Govern- 
‘ment to transfer the management of the estate of 
zane, ctlate of had lots iahin the late Babu Mahim Chandra Ray, zamindar of 
bari, district Mymensingh.  -Atharabari, in the district of Mymensingh, to the 
Court of Wards, ‘the Sanyivant [Calcutta] of the 
18th June remarks :— 
The estate was prospering under the ‘management of the widow of the 
Jate zamindar and her son-in-law, a vakil of the Calcutta High Court. There 
is, therefore, absolutely no justification for the transfer of the management 
to the Court of Wards. It is rumoured that Government intends to ‘throttle 
the swadeshi activity in the zamindari by effecting the transfer. We hope the 
widow will not silently brook this oppression, but inetitute.a-suit in the defence 
of her. just rights, 


( Tien ) 
84, The Sri Sré Vishnu Priya o-Anonda Pairika [Calcutta] of the 18th i18% fuses 


J it Basan Patases, } 
P une Writes :— 4 
oy on amet ordered Babu Jatindranath Mukerj ee used to work in June 18th, 1908. 


the office of the Superintendent of the Gazetteer 
Revision Department. He recently made two European Military officers feel 
the strength of his fists at Siliguri. A few days later he was told by his 
superior officer that his services had been ‘ea at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. Jatindra Babu asked whether his fracas with the European 
Military officer was the cause of this transfer. Mr. Maney (Mr. O’Malley) said 
that he wae not at all dissatisfied with his (Jatindra’s) work, and that he had 
rather recommended him for promotion. Jatindra Babu was next ordered by 
the Secretariat authorities to leave Darjeeling within 24 hours. He prayed for 
time to pack up his things, but this was not allowed. Since his arrival in 
Calcutta, his houge as well as those of some of his friends have been searched 
by the police, though no bombs have been found in any place. 


85. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Auanda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta| of the ®*!§s1 Yimwe Pairs 
oh estate broucht Lota, June says that the estate of the late Babu | Param. 
okt is Gea ot Wards. «Mahima Chandra Roy, of Atharabari, Mymensingh, “°*""'™" 
which has, since his death some 12 years ago, been 
ably managed by his widow, Srimati Jnanada Sundari, has recently been 
placed under the management of the Court of Wards, most probably on the 
ground that Srimati Jnanada Sundari is a supporter of the swadeshs movement. 3 
People are afraid lest all the big zemindars in the country should be brought ii 
under the control of the Court of Wards, ) 


86. Referring to Lord Morley’s speech at the Civil Service Club the | 4¥vsmas, 
ok da » at the Anusilan [Calcutta] of the 19th June says that ee 
Civil Serviee Cab. SS SSCtSt:~<«éird ~Moorrley' wants to please the people of India 
only by soft words. He thinks that there is no 
time for enquiring into the present unrest in India. And why? A skilful 
physician is never at a loss to diagnose a disease. Lord Morley would not 
have said this if he were a good and sound administrator. Itis only owing to 
his rash policy that injury is being done to the interests of India. 


87, A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 19th June gp Semen 
dk a SAY ie the immense havoc caused to segs 
€é ATMS Act an 6 navoc to ° ° . 
od by wild boars ip Ras, CFrOPs by wild boars in Eastern Bengal the Govern- 
—— “as- ment should wholly exempt the cultivators from the 
operation of the Arms Act. There is no reason to 


doubt the loyalty of the cultivators, and they will never use their arms against 
the Government. 


88, The Samay [Calcutta] of the 19th June notices the large meeting of |. Siti. 
ss es oak ne the —_ er | “| ¥ Bombay to —— , r 
. iy e agains e decision of Government permitting 
en Pareshnath Hill question. bungalows to be built upon Piseshnath ill, The 
writer says that Government slould do nothing to wound the religious suscepti- 
bilities of the Jain community, and concludes as follows :—Considering how 
recklessly the authorities are proceeding in other matters ,partly from ed and | 
partly to save prestige, it is difficult to say what they will do in the present 
case. : 
89. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 19th June says that there appears Samar, 

. sana - pl reason why the atnere Zamindaries June,19h, 1908. 
Jovernment interference with of Atharabari in the Mymensingh district are goin 
ca nie © Berto io ts Giles dhaies of b the Court of Wards. p 
| After the death of her husband Srimati Jnanada if 
Sundari Chaudhurani has been managing her estates with conspicuous ability. e 
"he action of Government in the case of this estate has produced a sense of 
alarm in the minds of Eastern Bengal Zamindars. Many persons believe that 
Srimati Jnanada Sundari’s Swaaeshi proclivities, the cordial reception of 
Bepin Chandra Pal and Subodh Mallick at ‘her Hoshenpur Cuicherz, and the 
protection given by her to the Hindus during the Purail Mahomedan dis- 
turbance gave grave offence to Mr. Clarke, the then Magistrate, and the 
present action of Government is due to ‘the above mentioned causes. Will 
the authorities state whether there a!legations are true or not ? et 


rie} 


Samay, 90. Referring to the report published in the Amrita Bazar Pairika that 

19t Janeh, 1908. within eleven days no. less than fifteen dacoities 
were committed near Basirhat in the Khulna 

| district without the Police being able to trace a 
single case, the Samay {Calcutta} of the 19th June writes: The authorities 
seem too much occupied with bomb cases and house searches to be able to 


realise that unless these dacoities are put a stop to, anarchy will soon spread 
in the country. | 


Perse 91. Referring to the serious illness of Visnupada Sen, the printer of the 


ee Bande Mataram, who has been prosecuted for 
The serious illness ofa printer sedition, and who was brought down to Calcutta in 
prosecuted for sedition, : ‘ ° ° : 
a palanquin from his native villagein Hooghly, the 
Bangavasi (Calcutta | of the 20th June writes :— ees 
If Visnupada had not been brought from his home in a palanquin while 
suffering froma serious illness, would he have been in such a precarions 
condition as he is now reported to be ? 


Banoavasl, 92. Referring to the notice recently issued by the Commissioner of 
June 20th, 1908, Police, Calcutta, to all druggists requiring them 
Fo hag | : —, band to to keep a register containing the names and 
Police, Caloutta. descriptions of persons to whom Sulphuric, Nitric 
and Picric acids may be sold the Bangavasi 
[Calcutta] of the 20th June writes :— | | 

Will the authorities compensate the traders for the worry and trouble 

thrown upon them by the above notice ? 


Pasvmatt, 93. The Easumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June reports that Satyendra- 
——— nath Bose, now in hajat at Midnapur, arrested in 
The serious condition f an connection with the bomb case there, is seriously 

nas cs ieee” os © Th plight in which he is in Asjat is truly 


pitiable, Why is he not sent to hospital? Cannot 
justice be tempered with mercy ? 


Basumarr, 94, Referring to the proposal of partitioning the Patna Division, the 
June Sth, 1008 Partiti =e Basumati | Calcutta] of the 20th June observes :— 
artition of the Patna Division. Dat ‘ tag : ; 
India is going to be split into parts just like 
the compartments of a chess-board. But the efficiency of the administration is 
nowhere to be seen. Nevertheless in matters like this silence is galden, nobody 
having a voice in what the authorities may choose to do. 


BasvMart, 95. Referring to the alleged outrage upon native female passengers by 
Jung 20th, 1908. certain British soldiers at the Dum Dum Canton- 
: Alleged outrage upon native ment station on Saturday last as report in the 
— Byrd passengers by Amyiia. Bazar Pa trika, the Basumati [Calcutta] of 

] the 20th June writes:— 
Will the Bengal Government ascertain the truth about the incident? If 
Government should overlook such an incident at such a critical time, then we 


must say that the future of Bengal will be deplorable to the last degree. 


Baanat Miva, 96. Referring to a rumour that the firat and second class carriages on the 
Jane Sb, 1906. Punjab railway are to be made of one and the same 
Golem and other destructions kind for both the Indians and the Europeans, 88 
ssa opposed to what the arrangements were before, 
the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th June says this similarity of carriages 
will be of no avail, so long a8 the invidious distinctions of colour and rank 

are continued to be made in Other matters, 
Darnix Cuawperna, 97. Referring to the sympathy expressed by Sir Sydenham Clarke, the 
June 20tb, 1008, eae RG ee RE Governor of Bombay, with the Orsental Review, a 
sympathy with the native press, ‘' Moderate” organ of Bombay, on the destruction 


of its press and office records by fire, the Datmik 
Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 20th June writes :— | 


While Sir Andrew Fraser is trying by all means to trample upon the 
opinione of the people of this province and to sneer at the advice of native 
papers it is some relief to find {the worthy Governor of Bombay willingy 
consult the native papers in the administration of his Presidency. We W' 
bim a happy and prosperous life. 


Government and dacoities in the 
Khulna district. 


.e ae} 


8, Referring to the trial of Durga Charan Sanyal at Alipur, the 
: : Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 20th June 
Alleged ill-treatment of Durge Qi | | 
veces 6 she In spite of the secret attempts which, it is 
rumoured, were made to influence the jurors in favour of the prosecution, four 
of them have brought in a verdict of ‘not guilty.” But the Judge has 
referred the case to the High Court and remanded the accused to Aaat. Now 
was there any justification for refusing bail to the accused? He is a 
respectable man and had of late been ve poorly in health. Asa consequence 
of this refusal of bajl, the police hand-ouffed bim and tying him with s rope 
like a wild animal, made him walk to the jail in the hot aun, although some 
pleaders suggested that he should be taken in a gharry, the cost of which they 
offered to pay. Can such an incident fail to arouse the greatest indignation 
in the minds of the people against these monsters in buman form who 
subjected an old man to such cruel treatment? We ask the authorities to say 
in plain. words whether such acts have their approval. It is high time now 
that the rulers and the ruled knew each other, or else the glory of the British 
Raj is likely to be dimmed like the setting aun. 


99, The Howrah Hitatsh (Howrah) of the 20th June warns the Govern- 

ment of Bombay| against acquiring the Samet 

ee ee Pa _ Shikar Pahar, a sacred place which is held in high 

romptemumihunlbes "esteem by the local people. Let the Bombay 

Government take a lesson from the affairs in connection with the Pareshnath 
Hill, which gave rise to much ynrest and bitterness among the Jains. 


100. So the Patna Division will be cut in two, writes the Howrah Hitaishs 
| Howrah} of the 20th June, and the Lieutenant- 
ae a overnor, who is noted for his love for his own 

ople, will have the satisfaction of creating a new appointment and providing 
or a white Civilian, 


101. The Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 21st June praises Sir J. P. 

The ieutensnt-G of Hewett, the Lieutenant-Governor of the United 
United Provinces “<a, — Provinces, for the keen interest he has been taking 
for the regeneration of Indian industries. His 


resolution to open weaying schools, a cotton-seed oil factory, and a 
school oo teach chrome leather tanning and shoe-making is particularly 
mentioned, 


192. The Sammilani [Serampore | of the 20th June says that the regolution 

_ of the Eastern Beagal Government to transfer the 

cee Ene ae anni management of the estate of the late Mahim 

rabari, Mymonsing, Chandra Ray, Zaminder of Atharabari, as 

reported by the (Charumthis of Mymensing), is 

quite uncalled for. The estate was steadily prospering under the management 

— of the last owner, and she has been duly appuinted executrix by 
is will, 

103. The Ratnakar [ Asansol) of the 22nd June says that the new telegraph 
forms are too small, and cause much inconvenience 
to correspondents of newspapers who havo to send 
long press-messages. The instructions on the forme are rather unintelligible. 
Besides, every Telegraph peon has several messages to deliver, and under the 
new rules all the different addressees have to sign their names in one receipt, 
each putting his name against the number on the receipt which corresponds 
to that of his telegram. Sometimes an addressee happens to be ignorant 
of English, and so is also the peon; and the result is that a message is not 


The new Telegraph forms. 


Hownal HITAreny!, 
June 20th, 1908. 


Howrkal HITAtsgt, 
June 20th, 1908. 


Howrak HiltTaisul. 
June 20th, 1808. 


Daity H1Tavapr, 
Jnne Blet, 1998. 


SAMMILANY, 
June 2st, 190¢, 


RATNAKAR, 
June 22nd, 1908, , 


delivered because the peon refuses to part with it until the receipt is properly — 


signed. | 
104. The Daily Hitavadi Lonentte) of the 24th June says that it reflects 
little credit on the police and on the Govern- 


The recent daeoity in the Dacos ment of Eastern Bengal and Agsgam that the 


district, and i is, . phere 
eee recent terriblei dacoity in the Dacca remains 4s 


yet a mystery. It does not seem that the people are living in British 
territory. And yet Bengal is partitioned to secure efficiency of administre- 
tion ! rd Morley’s ‘‘ settled fact” will remain such for ever, whatever may 


happen. 


DAILy HiTav Di, 
June 24th ~ 808 


— CHINSURA VARATHA- 
VA 


June 14th, 1908, 


BaBKURA DABPARF, 
June 16th, 1908, 


SANWJIVANI, 
June 18th, 1908. 


HiTavaD], 
June 19th, 108, 


MIHIR-0O-SUDHAKAR, 
Juue 19th, 1908. 


BaANGAVA sI, 
June 2Cth, 1908, 
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III,—LEGIsLation. 


105. Referring to the passing of the Explosives Act and the N ewspapers 
Act, the Chinsura Vartavaha |Chinsura] of the 14th 
The new Acts. June writes :— 

We are of opinion that the existing law ig 
quite sufficient, and no fresh legislation is necessary to meet the present 
emergency. Government is indeed actuated by a good object in passing the 
new Acts, but there is doubt how far that will be fulfilled, ‘The wound mus¢ 
no doubt be dressed, but the general constitution of the patient must also be 
looked to. Government should not lose sight of the fact that the Anglo-Indian 
papers like the Englishman, the Pioneer, and the Asian are more responsible for 
the present state of things than all the native seditious newspapers put together. 

106. The Bankura Darpan {Bankura} of the 16th June, in noticing the 

Explosives Act and the Newspapers Incitement to 
Offences Act, makes the following remarks :— 

We measure our own good by the good of the British Goverament, and, 
therefore, whenever we find a blot on its administration or a serious misearriage 
of justice occurring in its Courts, we feel intense pain in our hearts. We have 
no objection to the Government punishing its refractory subjects, but it is 
high time that the Government’s attention was directed to the high-handedness 
of the police and other officials. | 

10%. The Civil and Military Gazetic, says the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 

- ” _ 18th June, makes a great point out of the letter 

The Civil and Military Gazettes addressed by a few Bengal zamindars to the 

plea for a Press Act. : ; 

Lieutenant-Governor, requesting the latter to ask 

the Viceroy to passa Press Act to put down seditions newspapers. Those 

zemindars who want the Government to gag the mouths of newspapers, may 

now see how they are being used as foolish instruments in ruining their 

country. It is a matter of some satisfaction to see that, save and except. these 
five zemindars, no one else has asked for an Act to gag newspapers. 

108. We fail to see, writes the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June, how 

Wie: sete iin the Hon’ble Sir Harvey Adamson could say in the 
papers Acts. S”S~S”~CS*érr8e@ OF iiss speech in connection with the passing 
of the Explosives Act and the Newspapers Act that 

the measure had the support of all the non-official members of the Council. 
The Tikka Sahib of Nabha, Munshi Madho Lal, and Sir Syed Abmad were 
the only non-official members present on that occasion, and all of them 
protested against the haste with which the Acts were being hurried through the 
Council. The representative of Bengal, the Province for which the new Acts 
are specially intended, was not present in the Council. Where then does the 
‘unanimous support”? come in? But emergency is a nice excuse, 3 
109. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 14th Juue has the following :— 


The new Acts. 


ee Goverment has all along ajlowed Surendra 

Th Acts and the indulgence on “ 
of Government to Hindu sedition- Nath and Bipin Chandra Pal to deliver speeches 
iste. against it. How etrange such a policy was. Was 


it not weakness on the ag of Government to release Lajpat Rai and Ajit 
Singh? Sir Bampfylde Fuller has also said the same thing. It was the bomb 
outrage, which at last opened the eyes of Government, and the Explosives Act 
and the Newspapers Act were passed. Government has thus been obliged, 
through necessity and fear, to pass these Acts. Had it not been for the Bomb 
outrage we would not have heard of the new Acts. We have doubts as to the 
efficiency of these Acts to meet the desired end. We shall return to the subject 
in the next issue. 
110, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 20th June writes: — 
The two new Acts passed by Government 
Nore explosives Act and the have been the all-absorbing topic of discussion all 
oe over India. For more than a century and-a-half 
British rule has subsisted in India; but a Newspapers Act and an Explosives 
Act like tke present Acts were never considered necessary. I[t is hard to 
imagine what has occurred that makes them an immediate necessity all on 4 
sudden. ‘Ihe Law Member said :-—~ | : | 
-* | cannot conceal from the Council my conviction that the danger 1s so 
great and ‘muinent. that it ought to be dealt with at once with a strong hand.” 
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These words naturally incline us to ask is the condition of the coutry 
then really so very bad? Are we to conclude that a danger which was 
unknown even during the dark days of the Mutiny, which was not even 
dreamed of even by such crooked-minded officials as Lord Lytton, is visible to 
such liberal-minded rulers as Lords Minto and Morley? Are we to be told 
that the people have now become much more intractable and ungovernable 
than when they were not disarmed, when the Penal Code was not yet 
introduced ? ) 

If that is not the case, if as a result of the very “ excellent education ” 
given to them by the English during the last century and-a-half, the 
“barbarians”? of India have become,thoroughbly well behaved, then how can 
the necessity of such rigourous laws be demonstrated ? Englishmen, if you 
will admit the total failure of the education you have given to Indians for so 
long a time to effect the slightest improvement in their mental qualities, we, 
on our part, will be prepared to admit the suitability of these repressive 
measures. If, again, you will admit that ‘‘in attempting to make the image 
of God Siva, you have ended by making an image of a monkey,” and that, 
therefore, through shame, you are reversing the process and trying to make 
a god out of a monkey, then there might be at least some justification for 
those laws. If, however, you cannot make bold to say that, if it is taken 
for granted that through the education you hnve imparted to us we are rising 
higher and higher in the scale of civilisation, then where is the necessity for 
these laws ? 

Sir Harvey Adamson said that the present Penal Code was unable to 
sufficiently punish the new class of crimes that have arisen. Is it really so ? 
Will Sir Harvey tell us if in arresting and punishing the bomb conspirators 
any difficulty was felt owing to the absence of these new provisions? On 
the least suspicion the police have searched any and every house, have arrested 
people indiscriminately. May we ask whether any inconvenience was ever 
felt owing to the abseace of these laws? People arrested on suspicion, have 
been kept in Adjat for over a month without their guilt or innocence being 
established, and have not been released though sufficient bail was offered. 
Are all these facts unknown to Sir el What more need we say ? 
When we see that even before the necessity of the present law was established, 
Khudiram could be tried at the Muzaffarpur Sessions and sentenced to be 
hanged, without the slightest legal difficulty, are we to accept what Mr. Adamson 
said as gospel truth ? Like a fawning sycophant are we to cry out even 
then : 6 damson, O Bara Lai, O Hon’ble Members, what you say is the 
truth! We sball never be able to say so. Being poor and hapless subjects, 
we may be bound to obey whatever the rulers may be pleased to order us 
to obey. But we will never allow ourselves to be duped by the rnlers and 
accept whatever they may say as sound argument. So long as the libert 
of the Press remains, so long as we have our judgment unimpaired, we will 
not shrink from telling the truth. By launching the new legislation, the rulers 
have an shown that there is wide divergence between their profession 
and practice. ‘T’o make new laws when the existing laws were sufiicient for 
all purposes, is indeed the height of inconsistency. 

Many circumstances may be mentioned to illustrate the utter inadvisability 
of passing both the Acts. In the first place, it has been made abundantly 
clear from the speech of the Law Member himself that there was no necessity 
for the Acts. In the second place, the hot baste with which the measures 
have been passed has vitiated both the deliberations of the Council and the 
two Acts. Before new laws are passed, it has been the practice in most cases 
to consult the representatives of the people, and to give the public an 
opportunity to express its views freely. But no such opportunity was given 
in the present case. Why such an unusual course should have been followed 
on this occasion, is what passes our comprehension. We do not understand 
further why the rulers are so very restless. 

The provisions of the Explosives Act are such as show the thoughtlessness, 
the shortsightedness and the utter want of seriousness on the part of the law- 
makers, The section in which it is laid down that if any explosive substance 


be found in the house of any person, and if there be any ground of suspicion — 
in connection with the matter, then he will be punished, is open to very grave 


BasvUMAT!, 
June 20th, 1908, 
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trouble. What is much worse than ‘even this is that the accused ‘person shall 
have to prove that he had no sinister 
than this ? 


objection. With the help of this section, the Ret ¢ may put any ‘jin to 


motives. — 


The provisions of the Newspapers Act show the recklessness and the 


sinister motives of the authorities: It can be proved conclusively that the 
Act is not based upon sound sense and sober judgment. The section empower. 
ing the Government to confiscate. the plant and printing materials of an 
offending press excites laughter, and is at the same time most dangerous. The 
decision RB Justice Mitra in the Calcutta High Court, and that of the Lahore 
Chief Court disallowing the confiscatian of printing presses, were not liked 
by the rulers, who were apparently under the impression that the virus of sedi. 
tion could be eliminated by eg printing presses. The thoughtlessnesg 
and the indiscretion of the authorities have taken us aback, Is the building 
on which something seditious may be written by some naughty urehin to be 
confiscated ? The fact is that the problem before us is a novel and serious 
one. 

In passing these two Acts, the higher officials, from the Viceroy downwards 
betrayed such an angry attitude, such restlessness and want of seriousness as are 
truly amazing. ‘The men who are expected to he calm and collected, appear 
agitated like a shallow pool. We know not why it should be so, or what 
would be the outcome of all this. 

111. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June writes :— 

From the serene heights of Simla, the authorities 
viewed the smoke rising from the bomb explosions 
in the plains of India. Whence came the bombs? From the publication of 
the Yugantar! The fiat at once went forth—let there be 9 bomb prevention 
law and a press-gagging law. To our humble judgment the validity of this 
sort of argument and the wisdom of this indeceut haste do not appear clear. 
That a few bomb explosions and the 7 roaring of the Pugantar could 
sap the foundations of the mighty British Empire is a supposition which 
never disturbed our equanimity. We however do not deny that it is incumbent 
on the ruling power to put down bomb disturbances and wild writings b 
all means. Most people have no sympathy with the fire-eaters, and the 
newspaper writers who seem to think that patriotism consists in using strong 
language, also deserve no sympathy. But notwithstanding these, we cannot 
think that the ruin of the British Empire in Indiais imminent. We are 
therefore of opinion that these two Acts ought not to have been passed in 
such hurry. But the rulers thought otherwise. Viscount Morley has 
surpassed even the Viceroy and his councillors by declaring that the Acts 
ought to have been passed twenty years ago. . 

Sir Harvey Adamson was of opinion that the violent writings in 
the Yugantar and other papers had ‘‘converted the timid Bengali into 
the fanatical Ghazi,” while Lord Minto thought that the conspiracy 
‘had emanated from sources beyond the confines of India, though the 
seeds of wickedness had: been daily nurtured by a system of  seditions 
writing and seditions vig Thus what according to the Law Member 
was the generating cause of the murderous tendency, was according to the 
Viceroy only an exciting circumstance. Though differing with each other 
as to the cause of the conspiracies, both the Law Member and the Viceroy 
agreed in regarding these as constituting a‘grave problen in the administration 
of India, and so the new Acts were passed. We make no hesitation to say 
that the fine speech which Lord Morley delivered and in which he spoke of 
tha heavy clouds in the Indian sky, as also of the wicked moonshine of the 
liberty of the Native Press, might become a drowsy actor on the stage, but 
had no place whatever in the Indian administrative policy. 

We must say that the two new Acts were not at all necessary, inas 
much as the Indian Penal Code was quite sufficient to meet all the requirements 
of the present situation. Sir Harvey Adamson’s speech in their support not 
only contains no sound argument, but betrays an inordinate fear of the bomb 


The two new Acts. 


and the Yugantar, the pnnishment of transportation provided for almost every 
sort of offence in connection with explosives showing the working of terror 
in the official mind. It is conceivable that the punishment, though so terribly 


at can be a graver situation — 


ee ee a ee a, ee oe oe | 
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severe, Will not be sufficiently deterrent to desperate men, and will thus prove, 
ineffective. The Viceroy had such,a fear it bis mind, when he _ that in 
case the Acts were not strong enough he would not fail to amend th 

Section 7 of the Explosives Act, meant to safeguard innocent persons,: 
may have something concealed in it which may frustrate the noble object 
contemplated by the Legislature. In such a case the protector becomes the 
devourer, as the saying goes, for the subtlety of law is proverbial. _ 

112. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June gives a summary of the 

strong criticism of the new Press Act by the Jnan 


Prekas, a Poona paper, patronised by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Gokhale, in which among other things it saya 


A Poona paper on the News- 
paper act. 


/ 
/ 
/ 


Basouats, 


June 20th, 1906. 


that the Act is an “‘ All-destroying measure,” adding that in Ireland the | 


‘Crimes Act” was in force for one year only, while in India the terrible law. 
will remain in force for ever. ) 


113. Commenting on the newly passed Acts on the margin, the Bharat 


» ded Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th June is of opinion 
PB Exploaives and the *re# that apparently the Government. has taken the 


| . vernacular papers to be at the root of the bomb 
conspiracy, for it has been alleged that it was by being inflamed by readin 


exciting articles in the newspapers that some Indians took it into their heads 
to be revenged upon the English officials by the help of bombs. _ It was perhaps 
on this assumption that, although so important enactments were not usually 
made at the Simla sittings of the Council, the Acts in question were passed in 
hot haste even while many of the non-official members were absent and other 
important affairs were left pending. Not only this, goes on the paper, but His 
Excellency was pleased to remark that in case these enactments prove 
inadequate, he would try his best to make proper alterations in order to 
make them suit the requirements of the times, for there was nothing to withhold 
him from passing another Press Act later on. The paper therefore is 
sorry to remark that in spite of all the existing restrictions on newspapers as 
well as those newly laid by the recent Act, the Government intends to la 
further bonds on them. In seems, concludes the paper, as if sections 124, 153 
and 108 of the Indian Penal Code combined with the new Act are not in 
themselves sufficient restrictions on the newspapers, for which reason His 
Excellency is thinking of further legislation to curtail the liberty of the Press. 
114, Commenting on the newly-passed Press Act, the Bikar Bandhu 


Bankipore|] of the 20th June says that this un- 

The Raphenves aun Sues Set. esirable ol has been a self-brought evil to 
the people, for had they not made thoughtless noise, the Governmnnt would 
never have gone the length of gagging the Vernacular press, Thus this self- 
imposed trouble should not now be cried against, (Qn the other hand, adds 
the paper, the Anglo-Indian papers serve no useful purpose in this country, in 
so far as they discuss Indian politics from their own point of view. Further, all 


their writings are thought legitimate, in direct contrast to those of the native 


press which are condemned no sooner they show the least spirit of out- 


spokenness. It may be, continues the paper, that the English, connected with 
e Anglo-Indian popees, who are originally people of cold climate, often 
get. their brains heate 


and deranged by living in the tropical plains of India, 
and as such write in a frenzy ; but it is a wonder what it is which sometimes 
turns the head of the Government officers who are comparatively uaaffected 
by the heat of the country by residing in hill-stations? However that may 
be, it is enough that Lord Minto did not much listen to the Ango-Indian 
papers, and carried his own ideas into effect. 


No right-minded man is ever of opinion that the newspapers alone are 
responsible for the manufacture of bombs; and it was, therefore, very wise 
that the question, far from receiving any political tinge, was disposed of 
merely as a criminal act, or else it would have been fixed in the memories 
of people, and become a perennial source of discontent. The paper says it 
has leede pointed out that the cause of the present unrest is to be found 


not in the newspapers, but in the dissatisfaction of the people; for if the 
Government in a moment of excitement had undertaken the legislation, there 
would have been further reasons for grievance to the people. It is yet time, 
however, says the paper, for them to come to their senses. : 


BaHaRaT MITTRA, 
June 30th, 1906, 


Break Baypugn, 
June 20th, 1908, 


} 
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This was after all, concludes the paper, irrevocable vesting that the 


native press was thus sought to be gagged ; but at the same time it must not 


Howrka HITAISHYI, 
June 20th 1908, 


ud 


be understood that all this legislation has Pr a stop to the unrest in the 
country. At should, therefore, be the chief coucern of the Government to set 
right the evils in the country (by more efficient means); but the favourites of 
the Government are now satisfied (only with the new legislation). 


115. The Howrah Hitaish [Howrah] of the 20th June does not think that 

the Hon’ble Sir Harvey Adamson was at all 

wane — and the News justified in saying that the new Explosives Act and 
the Newspapers Act had the unanimous support of 

the non-official members of the Council inasmuch as none’ of them excepting 
three were present when the Acts were passed, and of those that were present 


-all condemned the haste with which the measures ; were carried through the 


YINDI BaNGaVasl, 
June 22nd, 190%. 


Council. | 


116. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 22nd June has a long leading 
article, criticising the newly-passed Explosives and 
Press Acts. The paper says that the two Acts 
came into existence as easily and as quietly as if they were two slaves ready at 
the call of the higher officials, or what most the native papers said of the 


The new legislation at Simla. 


never-failing weapons of the Government of India. 


_ Referring to the Hon’ble Sir Harvey Adamson’s speech in which he said : 
‘It is impossible that the Bill can ever affect any newspaper that is properly 
and decently conducted,” the paper is of opinion that though there isa good 
deal of truth in the assertion, yet it may sometimes happen that if at any time 
the Government is against a certain paper, this new Act will enable it to exact 
those penalties which under ordinary circumstances it would never have done, 
For who does not know that if Messrs. Rand and Ayerst had not been 
killed at Poona, the Maharatta papers of Bombay would never have been 
prosecuted. However much Sir Harvey Adamson may hold out hopes to the 
properly conducted papers, they in their turn are not without their own fears ; 
for in section 3 (A) of the said Actit has been stated that any ‘‘ act of violence” 
on the part of a newspaper would lead to the confiscation of its press, etc., a 
condition which is enough.-to fill even the best conducted papers with the fear 
lest this repressive Act having fallen in the hands of oe officers may 
prove mischievous. Further, there are so many indefinite and doutful expres- 
sions in the Act, that even a justice-loving official of the British Government 
may commit a scandalous blunder. 


It was asserted, says the paper, by Sir Harvey Adamson, that the reason 
which led the Governmert to pass the newPress Act in such haste was nothing but 
Khudiram’s statement of his drawing his inspiration from the vernacular papers. 
But the paper (Hindi Bangavasi) refutes this plea, on the ground that although 
in his first deposition he made a confession to that effect, still in his second 
evidence he clearly stated that it was something else which led him to such 
rashness. Hence in the face of:such positive refutation, it wa8 improper on 
the part of Sir Adamson to take his arguments from the first statement which was 
subsequently laid aside. The paper believes that Sir Adamson must have seen 
the later modification by Khudiram of his original evidence, which, under the 
circumstances, should not have furnished a plea for the Press Act. 

Further, it was stated both by His Excellency and Sir Adamson that the 
new Press Act was to be passed, only becBuse the existing Press Act was not 
sufficient to deal with the newspapers. But this new reason, says the paper, 18 
as weak as it is irrelevant; for who ever thought that section 124 (A) and 
section 153 (A) of the Indian Penal Code were not enough to meet any exces- 
ses on the part of the Press, and were to be supplemented by a new enactment? 
Who can ever believe that section 108 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which 
was enough to bind down the newspapers, was now thought unfit to keep them 
under the control of Government? In the same way all the other roasons that 
have been advanced in justification of the new legislation do not appear plau- 
sible and strong enough. ‘For how can there be any such thing,” ironically 
says the paper, and then proceeds to say that in reality there was no occasion 
for the new legislation; rather it is the result of the disturbed minds of 
the authorities. However that may be, concludes the paper, it is now certain 


a 
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having now been = that it can never be repealed say what the le ma 
against it. But what remains to’ be seen is how much good it vo et gre the 
country. . i 7 ) : og 


/ 


pa 1V.—NAatTIvE Sars. 


117. The Palltvast, [Kalna} of the 17th June does not think that the — P4ztvas. 
reforms which the Geakwar of Baroda is trying """°"™'™ — 
| to carry out in, his State, are in accordance with | 
the _—" But then it is his education and training which are responsible 

for this, 


Reforms in Baroda, 


a 


V.—PRosPEcTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


118. The Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan] of the 16th June publishes a Buzpwas saxsrvam, 
: = report of the famine reliof work done by 70% 1#™% 
ee work in the volunteers in the Kalna subdivision of the 
Burdwan district. ‘The report shows that the work 
must be continued for some time longer. ‘The paper appeals to the generosity 
: i public to subscribe liberally to the funds of the relief centre opened at 
atgodla. 


119. The Burdwan Sanjiwan [Burdwan] of the 16th June draws the svxpwax saxsvans, 
i attention of the District Magistrate of Burdwan ‘%™*!*1%™. 
— the Burdwan to the severe distress prevailing in the Kalna 
istrict. a “ar 
| ‘subdivision of the district. 


120. Is it creditable to the English Government, writes the Hitavadt Bszvaor, 
ai’ a te i [Calcutta] of the 19th June, that while tons of “"*%™"™ 
“— food-grains are, as appeared from the report of a 
certain official, rotting atthe Railway stations in the 
Canal Colony in the Punjab, numbers of men are dying of starvation in Orissa 
and various other parts of the country ? | 


121, The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June quotes a paragraph from = Basvatl 
Cultivation of jute in the ‘2° 2 #/divarta of Bongong, in which it 1s stated josearonoues 
Sccamns selioaiek mi that the cultivation of jute has been very meagre 
in the Bongong subdivision this year, and that the 
prospects of the aus paddy are hopeful. aoe, 
"122. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapur] of the 22nd June is glad that the mpi: Baspuuv, 
Famine Relief Fund opened b attention of the Government has been directed to June 22nd, 1908. 
the Subdivisional Officer of Contai, the famine prevailing in some villages in the Contai 
district Midnapur. subdivision of the Midnapur district. A fund has 
been opened by the Subdivisional Officer of Contai. The paper asks the 
generous public to contribute liberally to the fund. : 


123, Acorrespondent of the Medini Bandhav [Midnapur] of the 22nd June sspm: Baxomy, 
draws attention to the severe distress prevailing in Juve 22nd, 1918. 


some villages, notably Khandarin, under the 
Dauntan thana in the Midnapur district. 


Famine in the Midnapur district. 


VI.—- MISCELLANEOUS. 


124. A swadeshi steamer company, says the Jagaran[Bagerhat]of the = y,qssy, 
7th June, is going soon to be started with a capital suse 7th, 1908 
of one crore. Babu Girindra Nath Chakravarty of 

Bhola, District Bagerhat, is going about canvassing for shares. 3 

125, The Jagaran | Bagerhat} of the 7th June sees a clear indication = s,oazay, 

of the coming millenium in the present sign of a June 7th, 1908. 
general awakening of the country from torpor 

and inaction. The description given by. the author of the Kalkt Purana 

of the last days of the Kaliyuga tallies exactly with the growth of sin and 

decline of piety which have been long marked in the country. But the 

weather is clearing up. One can almost feel the pulse of vigorous life in the. 


A swadeshi steamer company. 


The coming mellenium. 


JAGARAN, 
June 7th, 1908, 


PaLtivast, 
June 19th, 1908. 


* 


Brepuom Wrrarsuy, 
June 12th, 1908. 


BurRDWaw SanJIVANI, 
June 16th, 1008, 
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religious activities in the land. There can be little doubt that this aw 
is directly inspired by God. For has not Sri Krishna said in the Gita :— 
‘Whenever there is a decline of piety and upheaval of religion, on every 
such occasion I create myself. From time to time (as the occasion requires 
am I born for the rescue of the good, for the destruction of the wicked, cal 
for the establishment of dharma ?” | 


The writer saya that no reactionary force can stop the setting in of this 
happy season. : 
126. <A lot of experts, says the Jagaran [ Bagerhat] of the 7th June, have 
ici expressed their opinions on the bomb outrage in 
—— for the bomb India, Some hold that mere boyish freaks of a 
. few misguided youths are responsible for it. Others 
shift the responsibilty on Surendranath and Bipin Chandra. Some make the 
zamindars of Bengal responsible. Even the High Court and the swadeshi 
movement have got their share of censure in connection with this unfortunate 
affair. But if truth must be told, it is the policy: of Lord. Curzon and 
Lord Morley that is really responsible for the underground. activities of a 
section of the political party in India, | | 
Lord Curzon was no doubt a highly intellectual and shrewd man, but he 
did not know India. He was overbearing and full of egotism. He did not: 
care for the opinions of others, and least of all of the Indians. He judged 
others by his own measure, and did not once hesitate to brand all Indians as 
liars. He partitioned Bengal in the teeth of a keen opposition. This.sort of 
disregard of public opinion must have its dire consequences. 
As for Lord Morley, his policy has been at varianve with his professions. 
His first utterances raised some hopes, but his sanction of all objectionable 
measures exasperated the Indians. He condemned the Partition, but refused to 
withdraw it because it was in his opinion a “ settled fact.’ He did not hesitate 
to sanction the deportation of two innocent men without trial. He refused to 
bring India under party politics, meaning thereby that India would always 
remain outside the Empire, on a trident, as it were, like Benares according to 
orthodox Hindu notions. This half-hearted sympathy has not pleased th 
Indians. The bomb is only the natural and inevitable consequence of this 
sort of exasperation. It is very clear to see it, Why then talk so much 
about the responsibility for the bomb outrage? Why shift it on comparatively 
innocent shoulders ? | | 
127. The Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 10th June says that the official boast 
Ao ei eas of the prosperity of India under British rule, as 
Britshiie SS sC@Videnced by the increase of wealth in the country, 
‘is as hollow as can be. This wealth is to be found 
nowhere except in the coffers of a few usurers, and the fact furnishes 
evidence not of prosperity but of growing poverty in the land. The Govern. 
ments of all progressing countries have regulated the rate of interest by 
legislation, but the English have done nothing to adopt similar measures 
in India. Moreover, considering the deterioration of the money-value of our 
coins, the accumulated wealth in the hands of usurers does not really mean an 
increase in its wealth. | 
128. The Birbhum Hitaishi (Suri] of the 12th June says that since all 


Eee other civilised nations on the face of the earth have 
Pairio’ eppear vo anmen® devoted themselves assiduously to the service of 
their mother-lands, it ill becomes the sons of Mother India to lie asleep. 
The writer calls upon his countrymen to shake off torpor and exert themselves 
in the cause of the country, Some awakening is already visible. The wind is 
blowing favourably, and, God willing, better days will soon dawn on the 
horizon of India. pee aey | 
129. Referring to the praise bestowed by the Viceroy on the Indian Nation, 
the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 16th June 


remarks :—~ 
Everyone is pleased when he hears his own 
praise. With Governmentit is only a policy of give-and-take.. The Watton 
is now trying to please the Government more than ever. We have no objec 


tion to that. We only hope that the editor will: not unnecessarily abuse bis 
countrymen, } | Page 


akening 


The Viceroy’s praise of the 
Indian Nation, =. 
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130. Scarcely is one printer of the Yuganiar sent to jail, writes the Palli- 

vasi [Kalna} of the 17th June, when another takes 

The printers of the Yegantar his place, and it is quite evident that the band of 

pase a cotmnaeart young men who belong tothe Yugantar staff are 

really determined even to Jay down their lives for the cause to which they are 

devoted. What the result of this will be is known only to Him by whose 

ordinance these youths have become so intoxicated. by a love for their country, 
so as to think nothing even of imprisonment and iron-chains. | 


131. The Jasohar (Jessore | of the 18th Junejpublishes-a history of famines 
Wiestnes ta tadle. in India, and says that it is not true, as the foriegn 


merchants who always cheat us would have us 


believe, that famines were very frequent in this country before the adveut of the 
British. | 

132. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 18th June writes :-— | 

The people of Jadia have now a great problem 
to solve, which demands the closest attention of all 
true sons of the Mother. Let them advance without casting a look behinod, 
for before them lies eternal life; but behind there is death. Who knew 
before that the swadesht and the boyeott, which had their origin in a remote 
corner of Bengal, would within « very short time spread all over India, and 


“ The present problem.” 


would be welcomed by the thirty crores of the people of India? The — 


swadesht agitation has been inspired by Providence, and India’s advancement 
in wealth, education, politica and social morality depends solely on this. ‘The 
partition of Bengal and the acts of oppression committed by officials may be 
the immediete causes which have brought the swadeshs agitation into being; 
but the present condition of India had made it absolutely necessary that 
such a movement should be set on foot. It is no more possible now to call 
together a few thousands of men, both educated and illiterate, and explain 
to them the real condition of the country, for open political agitatiun is going 
to be prohibited all over India. The new legislation against newspapers has 
placed an obstacle in the way of a free expression of opinion in the Press, thus 
ckoking up one of the great safety-valves for the expression of public feelings. 

Leaving aside the question of gain or loss to the Government, we can con- 

 fidently say that henceforth it will be impossible for newspapers to build up 
the new national life in India. Another danger that we have to face is the 
strained relations between the different communities in this country, which 
will impede all progress. We must not, however, lose hope, but go on doing 
our duty manfully with the Mother’s light as our guide. 


133, The fact that unlike what hoppens in this country the birthday anni- 
versary of Sivaji, writesthe Jasohar [ Jessore | of the 
18th June, has been recently celebrated by the 
Free India Society in London without interference by the police, shows that it 
is some brainless and rash officials who are responsible for fhe present 
unrest in this Country. Until these officials are restrained by the British, peace 
will not be established in India. , 


134. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th June publishes a letter from a 
ee ae correspondent who is one of a party of swadeshs 
a cuaneens preaching in Northern preachers. The letter gives the details of the 
nygai. > . 
travels of the party in Northern Bengal in the 
interest of the swadeshi movement. _ 


135. The Sanjivant (Calcutta) of the 18th June publishes a letter from 

Srimati Sarajini Ghosh, sister of Aravinda Ghosh, 

of pa abpeal for money on behalf in which she appeals to all sections of the native 
vinda Ghosh. Tae : . 

community to subscribe money for the defence of 


Officials and unrest in India. 


her brother at the Sessions. 


Civil Service d : : ' 
ee dinner, without making any comments. 


137. ‘The Sanyivani [Calcutta] of the 18th June says that the resolution of 
Rane Ss the Jain merchants to boycott British goods in the 
e Jain boycott of Britishgoods. vont of the Government refusing to give up the 


idea of building a sanitarium on the Pareshnath Hill has made the Government 


| 136. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th June 
cord Morley’s speech at the notices Mr. Morley’s speech at the Civil Service — 
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climb down. Boycott, remarks the writer, is the only weapon to fight the 
oppression of bureaucrats. ae : se 
138. Referring to letter addressed by the -Nawab of Murshidabad and 
The letter addressed to the Lien. Others to His the Honour Lieutenant-Governor of 
tenant-Governor by the Nawab of Bengal, requesting him to ask the Viceroy to pass a 
Murshidabad and others. Press Act witha view to put down seditious news- 
papers, the Sanjivani [Calcutta | of the 18th June says:~— A 
These noblemen did not address the letter of their own accord, We know 


the officials asked many of our countrymen to pray for a Press Act to the 


Viceroy.. There is no doubt that many were induced by such a request to make 
the prayer. Our only regret is that the Maharaja of Cossimbazar should have 
been one of the signatories to this infamous letter. 

139. In noticing Miss Sarajini Ghose’s appeal for funds in aid of her 

i icasiah Whi? ,  Drother, Aravinda Ghose, the Sré Sri Vishnu Priya- 
18 aed mee SRP ~— Qe Ananaa Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 18th June 
writes :-— | rae 

No one should think Aravinda Babu really guilty, simply because he has 
been arrested. Even the Government does not yet suppose him to be so. It 
cannot be against the wishes of the Government that Aravinda Ghose should 
be properly defended during his trial, for the British Government is ever noted 
for its sense of fair-play, and often itself arranges for the defence of an accused 
person. Mr. Carnduff has thanked Kalidas Babu who defended Khudiram 
Bose, and hence nobody need have any ground for fear in helping Aravinda 
Babu with funds so as to enable him to conduct his defence. 

140. Lord Morley, writes the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar 
Patrika [Calcutta| of the 18th June has in his 
speech at the Civil Service Club said :—“I am trying 
to feel my way through the most difficult problem ever faced by a responsible 
Government. This is not the moment to analyse the conditions leading to 
this state of things.” The Indian problem has always been difficult and unin- 
telligible to Lord Morley, and he is unwilling at present to analyse the condi- 
tions which have led to the present unsatisfactory state of things in India, 
lest he should thereby expose Lord Curzon’s misdeeds and official oppression, 
and thereby destroy official prestige in the country. The Civil Service Club 
would have been the worst place for making an effort to disclose the misdeeds 
of the Indian Civil Service. So instead of doing that, Lord Morley cheered 
them by saying: ‘‘our first duty is to keep order.” The Civil Service in India 
is very proud of maintaining order hy a haughty demonstration of power by 
sentencing people to long terms of imprisonment and by deporting them. 


“ 
a” 


Lord Morley’s speech. 


Surely Lord Morley committed no mistake when he said that it was his first 


duty to keep order in India without at all bothering his head about the causes 
which have brought disorder in that naturally peaceful country. After 
administering a pleasing dose to the Civil Service, Lord Morley said something 
consoling to the Indians. He said: ‘It would be idle to deny that there is 
a living movement of the people for objects which we ourselves have taught 
them to think desirable. Unless we can somehow reconcile order with the 
satisfaction of their aspirations, the fault will be ours and not theirs, and it 
will mark the first break-down of British statesmanship, etc.” This is only a 


reply to Sir B. Fuller’s accusation of the present Government, Let us see 
what boons Lord Morley will confer on us. 


141. Noticing the appeal to the public addressed by Srimati Sarajini 


Ghose for subscriptions in order to unable her 
brother Aravinda Ghose, tomeet the expenses of his 
defence, the Anusilan [Calcutta] of the 19th June 
says that the pcople of this country slfould have come forward and helped 
Aravinda before this appeal was made to them. 

142, The Anusilan [Calcutta] of tae 19th June writes :— 3 


All the Anglo-Indian papers, except the 


An appeal by Aravinds Ghose’s 
sister. 


The Pioneer and the Times of 


India ond the Native press. Pioneer and the Times of India are satisfied with the 
Newspapers Act. These two journals are furious 
with the Government, because the new law will allow persons convicted under 


it to appeal to a High Court. Papers such as the Pioncer would like to see the 
Government kill all Native newspapers outright. We would much rather 


paw it 


- 
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prefer: this to a slow death. Anglo-Indian journals know that they can do 
anything and everything with impunity, without being in the slightest degree 
hampered by the officials. Hence they are ever eager for the extermination 
of the Native Press. | 
| 4143. The Anusilan Serpe = the 19th ed does not think that the 
Anglo-Indian papers which are tryig to fasten 
vo Seae-iimin gue 2. pp; on National Volunteers the guilt “in connection 
implicated in the dacoity near with the dacoity near Dacca, are at all justifled in 


Dacca. doing so until anything definite has been proved 


against them. _ 
144, Lord Hobhouse, writes the Anusilan [Calcutta] of the 19th June, 


thinks that India is not yet fit for self government. 


Mr. Hobhouse and self-govern- Qongsidering that Mr. Hobhouse cherishes the most 
ment in India. : : sg 
bitter hatred towards the people of India, it is 


useless to say anything about this opinion of his. During the sittings of the 


Decentralisation Commission, of which Mr. Hobhouse was the President, 
a certain witness suggested that the Chairmanships of District Boards should 
be filled up by non-official natives. This suggestion made Mr. Hobhouse 
fly into a fury, and he said: “‘ It is Government money with which affairs of 
District Boards will he carried on, and the Chairmanships are to be held by 
non-official natives:” ‘T'o this the witness replied: ‘The Government has 
not brought any muney from its own couutry. The money is ours, and is it 
strange that we should ask to manage our own affairs with our own money ?”’ 
This incident shows the feelings Mr. Hobhouse has for India. ! 
145. Referring to the letter addreesed to His Honour the Lieutenant- 
The letter to the Lieutenant. overnor of Bengal by the Nawab of Murshidabad, 
Governor signed by tbe five nobles the Maharayas of Cossimbazar, Burdwan, and 
men of Bengal. Gidhaur, and Maharaja Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore, 
asking for a stringent Press law, and for the suppression of anarchism with a 
strong hand, the Htéavad: [Calcutta] of the 19th June says that the policy of 
the Government will not be changed, in spite of this piece of gratuitous advice 
by these loyal noblemen. | 

146. During his brief sojourn in India, writes the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of 
My. ‘Hobhouce in Indi the 18th June, Mr. Hobhouse never took the trouble 

Ce ee of mixing with the natives, and got all his informa- 
tion about the country and its people second-hand through Anglo-Indian 
officials, It is no wonder, therefore, that he should paint the present condition 
of India in the brightest colours that he could imagine. Fancy his saying that 
India is not yet fit for self-government, and that the English have conferred 
innumerable benefits on the people. 3 

147. The Aitavad: [Calcutta | of the 19th June writes :— . 

We do not know how far it may be true, but 
the rumour is that an order has been issued on all 
Judges and Magistrates asking them to enforce the engagement of lawyers in 
all cases—even in the most petty ones, and to refuse to entertain any suit in 
which a lawyer does not appear. It is said that the Goverument wants to 
provide work for junior pleaders and muktears who are generally briefless, and 
employ their time only in taking part in swadeshi agitation. 

148. The Hitavadi ({Calcutta] of the 19th June is of opinion that the 

oa Empire is not at all justified in fathering the recent 
eee heresy jilegstions case of dacoity near Dacca on the National 
' , ’ Volunteers, although none of the culprits have been 
caught and proved to be guilty. The National Volunteers are an eye-sore to 
the officials no doubt; but still it is nothing short of meanness to condemn 
anybody unheard. ney | 

149. Whenever it is necessary to support any repressive measure in India, 

: writes the Jstavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June, 

ocord _Morley's speech at the Lord Morley is sure to trot out the plea of “ pre- 
at ee ee servation of peace,” and he has not deviated from 
his rule in his speech at the Civil ServiceClub. From the telegraphic summary 
of the speech as reported by Reuter, it is quite clear that Lord Morley has been 
frightened very much by the recent bomb affair. The bomb outrages have 


A rumour. 


been unanimously.condemned all over India, and yet Lord Morley is of opinion - 
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that the anarchists have the sympathy of the majority of the Indian le, Hi 
Lordship also said that the English would not fail to take the necessary ‘steps 
if any danger appeared in India. All this becomes a man ina state of terror. 
and not a far-seeing statesman. Reuter’s report is not quite clear as to the 
causes Which have given rise to so much fear in Lord Morley’s mind, and 
perhaps his Lordship cannot define it himself either, though he assured his 
audience again and again that the situation in India was very grave. Does he 
think that most of the people of India have determined to drive the English out 
of India? Without caring to say anything as to the causes that have frightened 
the Secretary of State for India, we must say that it is their inability and indif- 
ference to understand the real feelings of the people of India, which set their 
knees knocking against each other at the very fall of a leaf from a tree. Lord 
Morley may be a learned man, but it cannot be denied that he is supremely 
ignorant of the aspirations and intentions of the people of India. He has all along 
pinned his faith on everything that despotic officials have told him, and he hag 
consequently fallen into an error. Is it, therefore, likely that such a person 
will be able to help India to advance? | 

When a man is not in his right senses, he never listens to words of advice, 
but lets bimself be guided by his own evil prospensities, and thus gets into 
trouble at oye step. Such indeed is the case with our high officials, and yet 
Lord Morley places absolute reliance on them. 

We will now say a few words to our rulers, albeit on an old and hackneyed 
subject. It is not true that the majority of the Indian population has deter- 
mined to drive the English out of India. You have never carod to satisfy the 
hopes and aspirations which high education has created in their minds, but on 
the other hand tried to nip them in the bud. You have said one thing and done 
just the opposite. ‘The Queen’s Proclamation has been flouted by you. It is for 
all these reasons that the people are gradually lossing all faith in you. They have 
often prayed to you for many things but you have never cared to listen to them. 
This has given rise to discontent. And even now when the disconteat has 
taken such mighty proportions, you are trying to hoodwink them with the 
proposal of some reforms which are absolutely without any substance. Is this 
statesmanship ? . 

Lord Morley says that he is trying to find out the path that he should 
follow. It is nearly three years that he has been at the head of the Indian 
administration, and he has during all this time tried to please us with soft words 
and professions of sympathy. But where is the action? If he really has any 
sympathy with the people of India, let him show it by his acts. Let him part 
with his skill in saying nice things and let him be straightforward, and satisfy 
the aspirations of the people; or else the present discontent will only go on 
increasing. 

150. The Hitavads nana of the 19th June writes :— 

7 is Excellency the Viceroy said the other day 

ae ae prcelency the Viceroy and that no other paper could write such nice things as 

: : the Indian Nation. The Indian Nation, again, 18 

not to be beaten in politeness; so it has begun to sing Lord Minto’s praise in 
return. It is thus that ‘one gem is appreciating the merits of the other.” 

151. The Httavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June notices the appeal made 

__ to the public by Srimati Sarajini Ghose for sub- 
At sppesl on behalf of Aravinda scriptions in aid of her brother, Arvinda Ghose, so as 

; to enable him to pay for the expenses of his defence. 

152. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June notices the letter addressed 

es Wi to vw mane - sientenent srenernes s Benge 

O en Ra NOs mens fetter by the Nawab of Mursidabad, the Maharajas 0 
atic edna bawas Burdwan, Cossimbazar and Gidhour, and Mahara) 

Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore and calls then “the five rivers of loyalty.” 
153, Referring to His Excellency the Viceroy’s speech in connection with 
poe the passing of the Explosives and Newspapers 
tice sHeotions on the present situa- Acts, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June 
writes :— ele ae 
It is quite true, as the Viceroy says, that assassination by means of bombs 
is a new thing in India ; but we cannot at all agree with His Excellency 48 


regards the causes that have led to it. In Lord Minto’s opinion it is the 
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violent writings which appear in a certain section of the Native press and the 
exciting speeches which are delivered by some Native orators, that have 
- prought about the present situation. But if that beso, why has no sign of 
excitement been noticed all these thirty years? What are the causes which 
bave brought papers like the Yuganéar and others into existence? Newspapers 
and speakers existed thirty years ago just as they do now. What, then makes 
it possible for them to excite the ag now? Is it the Government or the 
Native journalists and speakers who are responsible for the present state of 


affairs? Has not the Government committed acts highly obnoxious to the 


people and excited their minds thereby? Why, then, does it show its spite 


against Native journals ? If the authorities really mean to bind us they can 
do so quite easily, but what is the good of vilifying us for nothing ? 

Lord Minto says that owing to its ignorance of oriental character the 
English Government has not been able to measure the extent of present unrest. 
Evidently then, the Government has diagnosed the disease and is going to 
attempt its cure, although it does not know the degree of its development. And 
is it not strange, nay, a shame, that the rulers of India have not been able to 
know the poopie even during a period of a century and-a-half. It would have 
been well if the Viceroy had left such matters out of his speech, for His 
Excellency contradicted himself more than once during its delivery. For 
while he says that he has not at all been frightened by the present situation, 
he admits it to be so grave as to make it imperatively necessary that the new 
laws should be passed. Then again His Excellency holds out to us the 
prospect of the enactment of more stringent measures and assures us that he 
will do good to us, both in the same breath. | 

The Viceroy considers that it will bea pity if ata time like this, when 
@ new spirit is growing among the people of India and when they have begun 
to be infused with a really national life, Indians come to think secret assassina- 
tions as the only way to readers. Indeed, no nation ever attained to progress 
by such foul deeds. But all these affairs connected with bombs and plots are 
but of yesterday’s growth. What, however, did the Viceroy do before these 
incidents took place to remove the grievances of the people? Do His Excell- 
ency and Lord Morley know that the so-called reforms which they are going 
- to 7 out will increase rather than remove the discontent of the 
people 

"Tas Minto is of opinion that a free press, though suited to England, is 
quite out of place in India. Well, this is not a new line of argument at all ; 
for has not Lord Morley said that India is not fit to have self-government. 
And why is she not when even China and Japan are? All we can say is that 
the peuple place no faith in all these arguments which the authorities put 
forward. The people say that the Government does not think that India 
deserves to have those privileges, but that the Government is only unwilling 
to —_ them. Does the Viceroy -ever try to ascertain these views of the 
people 

Let us now say something candidly to the Viceroy. The people of India 
have all along been told that they will get every kind of freedom under 
British rule ; and both in the Queen’s Proclamation and in the promises made 
by officials, these bright hopes have ever been held ont to them. Consequently 
the people are agitating for greater privileges than the officials are willing to 
grant them. If they had been told before that they were never to expect any 
such thing from the Government and that they would always be trampled 
dowu by a despotic system of administration, they would have had no cause 
to grumble, would have calmly resigned themselves to the inevitable, and would 
have suffered every kind of persecution without a complaint. But you hold 


out to them high hopes, and put before their mind’s eye lofty ideas about 


equality and liberty, and at the same time follow a despotic policy. It is thus 
that the relations between the rulers and the ruled are getting mor? and more 
unpleasant everyday. Such a state of things is not at all desirable. If you 
are really prepared to let us have all the rights and privileges you have 
promised to us, show us by your deeds that you really mean todoso. Puta 
stop to all oppression and persecution, trust the people and let them have 
greater privileges, redress their main grievances, follow a sympathetic instead 
of a repressive policy and you will find that all discontent and unrest will 
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disappear immediately, there will remain nothing for you to be afraid of, and 
the people will sing your praises in joy. If on the other hand you reall 
mean to rule us in a despotic fashion say so aeage | withdraw the Ginen's 
Proclamation, and tell the people of India what mghts and privileges they 
can expect to have and what not. Let the people see no difference between 
your professions and your action, and they will be able to realise their own 
osition and to place a limit to their hopes and aspirations. You will thus 
bs spared much trouble, We should have been greatly pleased if the Viceroy 
had been candid in all that he said instead of making his intentions quite 
unintelligible by frightening us at one moment and trying to soothe our fears 
at the next. Let the authorities give up their duplicity, or else, we are afraid, 
the situation will become graver and graver. : | | 
a a 154. The Mihtr-o-Sudhakar (Calcutta}] of the 19th June publishes the 


_. report of a grave Muhammadan Nationalist Revival 
at ‘he meeting meeting recently held at Keraniganj, Dacca, 


presided over by Mr. Nawab Ali Chowdhuri. 
' Samar, on 155. The Samay ( Calcutta) of the 19th June gives the substance of the 
une 19th, ° 


, appeal to the public made by Miss Sarojini Ghose 
Pe -¥ ye the defence of +, funds for the defence of her brother, Aravindo 


Gose, and hopes that all wealthy Indians will come 
forward to help her brother. 
SaMAy, 


156. Referring to the letter addressed to Sir Andrew Fraser signed by 
ae ten to Bir Andrew ‘t@ Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad and others, 
panes Tasso Monell malibadene. the Samay [Calcutta] of the 19th June says that 


it is not at all surprised to see the names of the 
other four big zamindars in the letter, except that of -Maharaja Manindra 


Chandra Nand{. It washe who wes the leader of the swadeshi movement at its 
inception. If he was so very “loyal,” he ought not to have joined the 


movement at all. What can be a more melancholy circumstance than the 
failure of so-called leaders to act up to their profession ? 


SAMAY, 


157. Referring to the report published in the Bombay Gazette to the effect 
= i oe wa that in second class Railway compartments notices 
matbvar eovaimenunn Rania. are seen on the walls asking people to murder 


: Europeans with bombs, the Samay [Calcutta] 
of the 19th June says that these notices are extremely suspicious, as designing 
people may write them with the object of ey others into trouble. 

r 


158. Referring to the recrudescence of frontier trouble, the Bangavasi 
__ [Calcutta] of the 20th June asks :—How is it that 
Recrudescence of frontier 


Banaavasl, 
June 20th, 1908. 


wie. all the attempts to put down the frontier raiders 
have so far failed ? 

i on. ok 159. The Bangavass ente the 20th June has an editorial paragraph 

in which it gives the substance of an appeal for 

A be he werd = the defence of fynds made by Miss Sarojini Ghosh for the defence 

of her brother Mr. Arobindo Ghosh. 

Ponca gaol 160. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 20th June publishes a letter written 

by Miss Sarojini Ghosh, making a touching appeal 

Benn eee ohde Gio ‘B¢ to the public for funds for the defenco of her 


| brother, Mr. Arabindo Ghosh, who is now under 
trial for complicity in the Calcutta bomb conspiracy. The editor hopes that 
meee such an appeal to New India will not be in vain. 


June 20th, 1908, 161. The Basumat [Calcutta] of the 20th June writes: — 


nee 3 That a democratic form of government pre- 
Democracy in ancient India. 


vailed in ancient India, appears from the fact that 
the King did not possess the power of legislation. From the Mahbharata we 


learn that in ancient times the kingly form of government did not prevail in 
india and that the people governed themselves and that Manu was the first 
King elected by the people. 

When the King required money to defend his kingdom against an enemy, 
he applied to his subjects for it, promising to return the loan when the war 


was over. From this will appear the nature the relations between the King and 
his subjects in India in ancient times. 


The King had not even the right to nominate his successor without con- 
sulting his subjects. The King Yayati in the Mahabharata, when disinheriting 


. 
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his eldest son, was opposed by his subjects to whom he had to explain the 
reasons for his action before he could obtain their approval. King Dasaratha 
had to take the approval of his subjects before Ramchandra could be anointed 
as Jubaraj. | 

T truth is it would be a lie to say that in ancient India the people 
allowed the King to govern in any manner he liked, while they themselves 
took no part in the administration of the kingdom. On the contrary, all the 
castes were represented in the King’s Council, while in important matters the 
King had to consult his subjects before he could undertake any project. — 

162. The [ Basumati | Calcutta of the 20th June quotes from the London 


wo Spectator the opinions of Mr. MacNicol, a Bom- 

_A European Missionary on the bay Missionary, on the situation, and observes 
situation. | . ° ott 

that this Englishman has excellent opportunities of 

knowing the real feelings of the Indians. His opinions, therefore, though not 

quite palatable to many, ought to attract the attention of the officials as also 

of the ‘* Moderate ” leaders. | 
163. The Basumatt [Calcutta] of the 20th June feels much concerned at 


_ the reported slackness of swadesht at Magura, in the 
The swadeshi movement waning Jessore district. 


: mor Bilatt salt and sugar are bein 

etic duns largely imported. What are the Jessore leaders 

doing ? 

164. Referring to the alleged seditious writings in 2nd class Railway 

compartments in the Bombay Presidency, as 

Alleged seditious writings in yeported by the Bombay Gazette, the Basumati 

og > gag compartmen's Calcutta] of the 20th June says that the pews 

should not be published in newspapers as they do 

incalculable harm. Already there have been instituted too many sedition 
cases in the criminal courts in Bombay and their number is on the increase. 


165. We are sorry, writes the Basumais [Calcutta] of the 20th June, to 


ae hear that His Honour, Sir Audrew Fraser, is still 
stodcsemeenivinvcnnt tiem ci suffering from weakness of the brain. The dis- 
traction caused by the anxieties of the administration added to those of the 
bomb outrages, has been too much for His Honour. Human brain cannot 
stand such strain. The masnad of Bengal, which has hitherto been a bed of 
roses and which is so valuable a prize to the Bengal Civilians, 1s going to be a 
bed of thorns. jae 
166. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 20th June gives an account of 


ROSE the different stages at which seditious cases pending 
once eemgcam before the courts in the various provinces in India 
have arrived, 


167. The Bharat Mitra (Caleutta] of the 10th June appeals to the 

_ sympathy of the Indian public in connection with 

Fie aa by Arabinda Ghose's 4 letter from Arabinda Ghosh’s sister, who asks 

the people to communicate with her by her private 

address in case a voluntary pecuniary help is meant to be given to Arabindo 
Ghosh, considering his abilities aud services to the nation, 

168. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th June is grieved to note 

sis ehiiiiniat ati that in these troubled times many an innocent and 

? unfortunate victim of suspicion is made to pass 

weary days in the jail on account of judicial error, ¢. g., in the case of the six 

coolies of Midnapur, who, though now proved to be innocent of the charge 

of esr | to wreck the Lieutenant-Governor’s special train are still ovliged 

to rot in Jail, pending the result of an appeal in the High Court. It would 

have been very creditable to the Government, if, being ashamed of the mistake 

on the part of its judiciary, it would of itself have discharged them much 

earlier. 


169. Sometime ago, says the Bharat Mitra { Calcutta] of the 20th June 


when the swadesht was in full swing in Bengal, the 

oe eeneunlt o herme- high handed' proceedings of the stile wine only 
too well known. A similar state of affairs may now be seen in Madras where 
the people who, iu sympathy with the swadeshi movement, go about exhorting 
the peopte to adopt swadesht by public meetings and by speeches, are put to 
much trouble by the authorities, One may easily find instances of dispersing 
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meéetings and prohibityng speeches there. But the effect too, says the paper, is 
obvious enough. Opposition breeds a/ further desire for opposition B 


puttng obstacles now in order to uproot from the heart of the people that 
feeling (of swadeshism) which, as it were, has been mixed up with their blood, 
and become a part of their organic tissues, the sathaetien have a difficult task, 
indeed, before them. ‘‘ But it is a wonder,” concludes the paper, “how the 
authorities dare to act in opposition to that temper and of the people, of. which 
they have had ample experience.” ' a a 
170. The Dainik Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 20th June publishes Miss 


Sarajini Ghose’s appeal for funds for the defence 
of her brother, Aravinda Ghose, with the following 
-remarks:--- _ 

Though our political creed differs widely from that of Aravinda Babu, 
yet we request all our countrymen to help him liberaliy out of his present 
difficulties. No evidence sufficient to incriminate him has yet been adduced, 
and so long as his guilt is not established, it is but just and lawful to presume 
his innocence. We believe he had nothing to do with the bomb affair ; it is b 
misfortune that he has been arrested asa guilty person. A man of noble 
mind, of exemplary character and exalted patriotism like Aravinda Ghose can 
have absolutely no complicity in the bomb affair. : 

171. The Howrah Htiaishi [Howrah] of the 20th June publishes a letter 

from ‘‘A son of India,” of which the following 
is a full translation ”’ :— 

Oh, Mother, distress (literally, unlucky day) has come upon (your) humble 
sons in every way owing to the moon of their luck having set. On one side 
(there is) terrible famine, on the other scarcity of water; on one side ‘there is) 
hor sage on the other cruel oppression and \injustice (committed by) white 
orde. Oh, Mother, wno holds ten weapons (in her ten hands), we have to-day 
to suffer persecution in this way (although) we are your sons. Say, Mother, 
how muck longer your humble aud powerless sons shall have to suffer pain so 
helplessly. Oh, Mother, awake yourself and pour the water of nectar into the 
parched throats of your ungrateful sons. 

Just’ as little children awake first of all before sunrise and begin to cry 
plaintively ‘‘ Mother, mother” by nestling within the arms of their sleeping 
mother, similarly your thirty crores of the sons of India are to-day calling 
out to you, ‘Mother, oh mother, the proper opportunity has come near (you), 
awake, awake! Mother who are possessed of great power! impart strength to 
this weak heart by vpening out your humble sons’ eyes of wisdom. Mother, oh 
Mother! come .and see the miserable co:idition of your ever blind sons, He, 
by making whom our lord you were at rest, is now trampling 1: down under 
foot and is sucking away all our blood. Oh, mother, the progenitor of heroes ! 
we have to-day to bear such diabolical oppression although we are your sons. 
Mother,* Annapurna, we have not to-day got even 
a handful of food in our house, we have not even 
the smallest room to sit down upon, and we have 
not even the means of allaying the burning pain of thirst by drinking a drop of 
water when we feel thirsty. All our hopes, Mother, have been dashed to 
the ground (literally, water) Uh, Mother! we cannot, indeed, check the flow 
of tears when saying (all this). Look there, Mother, thousands and thousands 
of your sons are to-day falling untimely into the grim jaws of death crying 
*¢ Alas for food, alas for food.” 

Oh, Mother, the avaricious white-bodied people have swallowed up all 
our possessions; hence we are today calling to you in a weak voice, saying, 
‘Mother, Mother, Mother!’’ Ob, Mother! your sons, who are afflicted by 
starvation and have fallen into endless misery and distress, areno longer 
able to call out to you, saying, ‘ Mother, Mother, Mother!” to their hearts’ 
content. Hence we say, Uh Mother, who removes all misery, come and look at 
the last condition of your powerless(and) humble sons, And look there, Mother, 
how the white-bodied lords are to-day punishing a few of your sons by 
binding them with strong iron chains for nothing. One’s heart shudders when 
one sees and hears about this. But, oh Mother, these sons of yours are 
not in the least afraid or moved by this: We know that just as anything 

which is the best (in the woild) has to be offered up to you at the very first, 


An appeal for help on behalf of 
Aravinda Ghose. 


_** An appeal to the Mother.” 


* A name for Durga. It means 
the goddess of plenty. | 
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similarly, oh, Mother! we have to-day offered up a few of our brother’ 


countrymen to your sacred feet. Oh, Mother! may you save those humble 
sons of yours from their imminent danger and give them shelter ‘ your feet, 


which are like red lotuses. Mother, ‘who/dwel]s amidst the peaks of Mount 
Kailas, how shall we make preparations for your great Puja this year? 
Say, oy wr with what offerings shall we ergy those rosy feet 
a 
, 


of yours? QO other! the wicked foreign merchants’ have converted all 


the things with which you are to ve worshipped, into/the fat of cows and 
ed rent if (we) have to speak about (our) 


; 


miseries. | 


172. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 20th June, in noticing the Howaam Hivaten, 
The letter addressed to the etter addressed to His Honour the Lieutenant- ereeeaaha 
Government by, the “five lamps Governor of Bengal by the Nawab of Murshidabad 
of Bengal,” . anl the four Maharajas, sarcastically calls the 
writers of the letter as ‘‘the five lamps of Bengal.” , ; | 


173. The Khulnavasi [Khulna) of the 20th June says that the prayer of *"#7!"4v4s, 
| | the Nawab of Murshidabad and the Maharajasof “°° '™, 
The letter of the Nawab of (Cogsimbazar, Burdwan, GidHor, etc., for a strigent 


a a — Press law has established the loyalty of these robles 
‘beyond all doubt. The prayer was in all other respects perfectly gratuitious, 


174, %, The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 20th June says that the Namasudras  kxvusavasr, 
: of Tilak, near Khulna town, have been taught a J°™ #74, 19%. 
oe of Tilak, yery cruel lesson for their lawless conduct at 
| Kudir Bat-tala. They were misguided to look - 
upon their natural leaders, the Brahmins and Kayasthas, as their enemies, and 
this led to the notorious disturbance and its unhappy sequel. ‘The poor people 
are suffering from want of funds for their defence; they have to bear the 
cost of the punitive police, and what is more, they have no sincere friends on, - 
whom they can rely for advice and guidance. Those among them who have 
decamped for fear of police oppression, have no one to look to their families 
and fields. If the fields are not cultivated now, the poor fellows will die of 
starvation with their wives and children. The writer appeals to the District 
Magistrate to proclaim.that if the decampers refrain from doing further law- 
lessness and keep the peace in future, the police would make no further 
arrests. 
175. Referring to the letter which has been addressed by the Nawab of phaing 
. Murshidabad and four Bengal Maharajas to the oe 
Pi hws ote am letter to Government asking it to supress the sedition in the 
: press and rooting out the bomb conspiracy, the Nayak 
[Calcutta] of the 20th June sarcastically remarks that the beauty of this 
letter lies in the fact that it has been written by persons who have suffered the 
leastin the recent unfortunate incidents in the country. As a matter of 
fact, these land-holders care more for their zamindaris and the enjoyment of 
luxuries than for anything else on earth, and they fear lest these should in 
any way be jeopardised by the prevalence and continuance of active unrest 
in the country- It is true that since the partition of Beugal the Bengali 
press has published many things against the English, which would better not 
have been published, But has the conduct of the Anglo-Indian press been 
less blamable? It is only the contumely and insult which the Anglo-Indian 
press has all along been levelling against educated Indians that are now bearing 
fruits in the shape ofa retaliation from the Indian press. Besides this, are 
all the zamindars, including some of the biggest in Bengal, whose names do 
not appear as signatories to the letter to be considered disloyal ? 


176. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 20th June says that there is nothing Navax, 
| noteworthy in Lord Morley’s speech at the Civil June 20th, 1908, 
Service Club. Even a man of mean intelligence 

is seldom known to speak so much nonsense within the short period of two 

years as the Secretary of State has said. The people of the country are not 

prepared to hear sg much senseless talk’from his lips. Two or three months 

ago he was against giving the Indians the moon. What has led him now to 
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change sides and say :- ‘Unless we can someshow reconcile order with the 


ie ee oF thet eapleations, the ae 4 be ours an not theirs, and it 
will mar e first break-down of British statesmanship.’’ ‘Is : 
‘of Gokhale or Romesh Dutt? | as : . re 9 _— 
177. Referring to the letter of the Nawab of Murshidabad and four other 
Demand for a Press Act bythe NOblemen of Bengal, praying for a Press Act, the 
Nawab of, Murshidabad and Sammilant ([Serampore] of the 20th June re 
others. : marks :—~ | pets : . 

We do not know whether these noblemen addressed this letter of their 
own accord, or it in was directly inspired. However that may be, we cannot 
congratulate the writers of this letter on their foresight. Gagging the mouths 
of newspapers is not the most effective way to remove discontent ; on the other 
hand, it drives discontent underground and brings about a rebellion. 

178. The Sanmilani (Serampore] of the 20th “ar publishes the telegra- 
| Sir B. Fuller's letter to the Phic summary of Sir B. Fuller’s letter to the Times 
Tims. tS:CS-~sSWwittth the following introductory remarks :— 

a The hostile opinions expressed by retired 
Anglo-Indians on the present unrest in India are known to all. Recently 
Sir B, Fuller, the disciple of Lord Curzon, the incarnation of tyranny, the 
retired comet of the sky of fortune in Eastern Bengal, has addressed a letter to 
the Times recording his own opinion about the unrest in India. It is needless 
to-add that that letter is from begixining to end full of the poison of hatred, and 
bears clear indications of the extreme anguish of the writer’s heart. The 


worthy gentleman has not hesitated to, attack his late superiors in this 
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venomous letter. 


(179. The Tamalika[(Tamluk)} of the 20th June publishes Miss Sarojini 
Ghose’s appeal for money-help for the defence 


Mise Sarojini Ghose's appeal! = ot her brother Aravinda Ghose, “who has taken 


the vow of Foie. in the service of his Motherland.” — 


180. The Daily Ritavadi(Calcutta] of the 21st June publishes Miss Sarojini 
Miss Sarojini Ghose’s appeal for Ghose’s appeal to her countrymen to come forward 
money-help for the defence of with mone -help for the defence for her brother, 
a Aravinda Ghose, in the bomb-conspiracy case. 
181. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd June reproduces from 
the Bangadarsan (Calcutta) an article which 
A ae t of food-grains from groves that the export of food-grains from India 
does not benefit the cultivators at all, as the advo- 
cates of free-trade say. Cultivators are as rule often in debt, and what with 
the demand of their creditors and the ‘pressing demands of the zamindars for 
rent, they cannot afford to wait and find outthe best market to sell thoir 
produce in. The result is that they are obliged to sell their crops for any 
rice which they can get, and dealers never fail to take advantage of this. 
Besides, European merchants often buy the entire out-turn of the cultivators 
by binding them to agreements in advance, and thus even if the prices 
rise owing to sn increase in exports, it is the European merchants and not 
the Indian cultivators, who become the gainers thereby. | 
182. The Daily Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 22nd June does not believe 
what Capital says about the steady increase in 
Is the swadeshionthe wane? = the gale of Bilati cloths in Bengal. Almost all 
Bengalis now use swadeshi cloths. Where then do the enormous quantities of 
cloths, which Capital would have people believe are being imported, go? 
It cannot be that the dealers of Barabazar buy them for their own use. So it 
must be said that Capital, which is the organ of English merchants, 1s 
trying to mislead the Bengalis with this mischievous and mendacious report. _ 
183. Referring to the Calcutta Police Commissioner’s orders that a regis- 
ter should be kept by every chemist and druggist 
tee. Calais. Folice Commits in which the names and addresses of those who 
ee will purchase sulphuric, nitric and picric acids 
will have to be entered, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 22nd June 
enquires what compensation will be given to the chemist, for this additional 
work. ; ) : 
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184, Referring to the ae orders of the Calcutta High Court that 

Wahid’ tick all Vakils’ clerks should have their names enrolled, 

| x’ without which they will not be allowed to enter the 

Court, the Hinds Bangavasi [Caloutta}) of the 22nd June ironically ejaculates 
“How isthat?” ©. | ae 

185. Like so many other places in India, says the Hindi Bangavass 


r | [Calcutta] of the 22nd June, Madras has also shown 
en eee great sympathy with the swadesht movement, and 
speeches are being delivered in Tamil and Telegu to exhort the people. 
Seeing this, the Chairman of the Madras Municipality has a orders prohi- 
biting such public meetings and speeches ; ‘ but will these,” ironically aske the 
paper ‘‘ increase the peace of the town” ? 
186. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapur] of the 22nd June notices the appeal 
; _-. + made by Miss Sarojini: Ghose for funds in aid 
Miss Serojini Ghose’s eppesl. = 4¢ hor brother, Aravinda Ghose. — 
187. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd June continues the article 
F mee ome - — o cen a ohn og the tt 
rguments in favour of export § darsan, which refutes the argument put forward b 
ee the Government that the rise in prices of food. 
grains benefits the cultivators, in as much as they are encouraged thereby to bring 
more land under cultivation. Such, however, is not the case, because it does 
not appear that the area of cultivable land in India has increased with the 
increase of. export trade in food-grains. Besides, there is nothing to show that 
the cultivation was not better off when rice used to sell very cheap. Then, 
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again, if exporte are put a stop to, much of the produce of the country will be — 


kept in reserve for consumption during a scarcity. 


188. The Nihar (Contai] of the 23rd June approving'y notices Miss 
Miss Sarojini Ghosh’s appeal Sarojini Ghosh’s appeal for funds for the defence 
for funds. __ of her brother, Aravinda Ghosh. 
189. Referring to Miss Sarojini Ghose’s — Bem ged 7“ — 
) ‘ of her brother vinda ose, the Pallivaria 
ee | Bongong | of the 23rd June remarks :— 


When we heard of some pleaders travelling all the way from Rangpur to 
Muzaffarpur to defend Khudiram in the Sessions Court, we thought some able 
native barristers would now come forward to defend Aravinda Ghose. But our 
expectations have not been realised. Accordingly Aravinda’s sister has at last 
made an appeal to the generosity of her countrymen on behalf of her brother. 
Some people may be under the impression that Gevernment will punish those 
who dare to help Aravinda with money. We must say this impression is 
absolutely age pou 9 and unreasonable. We do not think the British Govern- 
ment capable of such meanness. It is against the principle of British law to 
punish a criminal without giving him every Eines of defending himself. 
Srijut Aravinda Ghose needs no introduction at our hands, It will be a 
matter of very great sorrow and regret if a worthy son of Bengal like 
him is made a victim of the law for want of efficient legal help. 


190. Referring to the report published in the Znglishman that a seditions 

amphlet printed in England is being circulated 

tight? Haglishman on the cireula- in India, inciting the people to rise against the 

Indi ots -Pampaiet 12 British Government, the Daily Hitavadi {Caleutta} 

: of the 24th June says :—Strange it is indeed that a 

seditious pamphlets and leaflets are sent only to the Englishman office, and to 

no other. The Englishman sees terrors all round. The -editor should be sent 
home for some time for a change. | 

191. Referring to the rumour that Mr. S, P. Sinha, President, Calcutta 

Bar Library, has asked for an explanation from 

Mr. Norton, Barister-at-Law. © 44, Norton, the Government prosecution Counsel 

in the Alipur Magistrate’s Court, for his alleged expression of opinion regarding 

the Calcutta Bar, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 24th June observes :— 

Mr. Norton should be taught a good lesson. In this connection it would not 

be a bad thing if the circumstances which compelled him to leave the Congress 

party were discussed afresh, says the writer. | 
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Unrva Papers, 


192, Referring to the Jest Rioes as a : Sogo Famine Charitable 

~ Relief Fun established in a recent meeting at 
gs — Caleutta, presided over by His Exeellency the 
Viceroy, and the work of the Committee in charge 

of the fund, the Sambad Vahika {| Balasore] of the 21st May observes that one 
of the good effects of the movement will be that those who refused the requests 


of the volunteers and others on behalf of the famine-stricken people, will now 


give their help with an open hand with a view to please the authorities. 

1938 The Sambad Vahka | Balasore}| of the 21st May states that coarse 
rice sells at 7} seers, fine rice at 6} seers and 
Rangoon rice at 8 seers per rupee in the Balasore 
town. The ‘hud or broken rice, which is imported from Burma, finds a good 
sale in the market. : poe 


194. The Sambad Vahika [Balasore] of the 2lst May thanks Babu 
Harendra Narayan Rai Mahasaya, zamindar of 
Lakshmanmath, for his liberality in giving some 


__ monthly help to several schools in the Baliapa 
circle, in the Balasore district. 3 | 


195. The Sambad Vahika( Balasore] of the 21st May records a death from 
cholera, which took place in the Balasore town on 
the 19th May, and states that though cholera has 


abated. little in the Balasore town, it is decimating 
the people in the interior of that district. 


196. The Sambad Vahika [Balasore] of the 21st May points out that as 
Government wants the Settlement office in Bala- 
The en way “ beg sore to attest 20,000 plots per month, the officers 
sy promen’ disputes are wmiec ™ connected with that office find it impossible to do 
so much work in so little time. Consequently 
they hurry on, making mistakes of several kinds and adopting procedures that 
are notin accordance with law. This state of things encourages some men to 
file forged documents that cannot he detected easily. The writer quotes the 
judgment of the Sessions Judge, Cuttack, in which it is stated that “the 
informal way in which settlement disputes are tried in the mufassal is itself 
an inducement to persons to commit offences of the kind of which the accused 
has been found gailty.” 


167. The Garjatbasini (Talcher) of the 23rd May states that mangoes not 
being sufficiently available in Orissa, it gave but 


little relief to the distressed, except in the States of 
Hindole and Narsingpur where the mango crop 


High prices of rice in Balasore. 


Liberality of Rai Harendra 
Narayan Mahasaya. 


Cholera in the interior of the 
Balasore district. 


Mango not reckoned a source 
of relief to the distressed. 


was good, 


198. The Garjatbasin’ (Talcher) of the 23rd May thanks the Raja of 
T'alcher for devising means to relieve the distressed 


The Rajaand Rani of Talcher jin that State, and states that allthe paddy depo- 


busy in the service of the poor 


and the distressed in that State. Sitedin the State granaries has already been spent 


in the support of his subjects, while ¢accaz7 advances 
amounting to rupees seven thousand were made during thé last week. Relief 
works have also been opened in several places, Comparatively richer subjects 
were prevailed upon to advance paddy to the lidaeiad at a low rate of interest, 
while the daily offerings ta the gods in the State temples are distributed every 
day among the poor. Besides, the Rari of that State distributes parched rice, 
pice and cloths among the distressed every week. 


199. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 23rd May states that although 
famine is not so severe inthe Garjat States as in 

trp remmmercetoss & mette Tae Mogalbandi, it is not at all a negligible matter. 
coment te Present When food-stuffs become scarce, the Garjat people 
want help from their respective Chiefs ; but unfor- 

tunately the Chiefs, with a few exceptions, have not sufficient means to protect 


their people. Though seme of the Garjat Chiefs have already exhansted their 


granaries, the call for help isas great as ever. There are many persons in 


an 


me fo ed 
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those States who have a good stock of paddy in their possession, but who 
do not like to advance it to the people, to whom they want to sell itat high 
prices. These grain-dealers may be prevailed upon to advance paddy to the 
people at a reasonable rate of interest. 

The Garjatbasin¢‘ Talcher ] of the 23rd May states that the Chief of 
Dhenkanal has opened annachhatras at Korhia and 
Marhi, in his State, for the benefit of the poor and 


200. 


Annachhatras in Dhenkanal. 


helpless. 
’ 201. The Garjatbasini soy < = 23rd May states that rice is being 
, gn the ‘Trading Company in Bamra at 9 seers 
gucci: Amico noe This does my deal of good to the 
people there. 

202. The Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 23rd May learns from its contem- 
porary of the Utkaldipika that in Narsingpur land 
revenue has been suspended in those villages where 
more than half of the crops was destroyed, a grant of rupees ten thousand has 
been made over to the Public Works Department to open relief works, paddy 
purchased with Rs. 15,000 from the State Fund is being advanced to the 
people, unnachhaira has been opened at the garh; rice and pice are being distri- 
buted to the poor, and edible fruits and roots of the forests have been placed at 
the disposal of the distressed people. 

203. The Garjatbasini ['Talcher) of the 23rd May states that in Athgarh 
broken rice sells at 10 pice per seer and rice at 13 
pice per seer. Broken rice has proved heipful to 
the indigent classes of people, such as the Pans and Sabars. Day-labourers find 
ample work. Mangoes are available insufficient quantities. Three annachhairas 
are working there satisfactorily, while four newly opened works are giving 


much relief to the distressed. 
: 204. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 23rd 
roe en eee May states that owing tu the prevalence of cholera 


and chicken-pox in some places, the public health in Talcher is bad, 
205. The Garjatéasini [Talcher] of the 23rd 


Relief mesures in Narsingpur. 


Relief measures in Athgarh. 


The weather in Talcher. | 


during last week. | 

206. The Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 23rd May states that good showers 
of rain fallin Kalahandi on the 3rd and 4th May, 
which have enabled the agriculturists to resame their 
operations with alacrity. | 

207. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 23rd May is glad to learn 
that those Police officers who rendered meritorious 
service by arresting Khudiram Bose and others in 
connection with the recent tomb outrage at Muzaf- 
farpur, have been substantially 
rewarded according to their deserts. This will no doubt encourage the Police 
officers to discharge their duties zealously. 


208. The Sambalpur Hitaishinét [Bamra] of the 23rd May supports its 
contemporary of the Utkaldipika in the latter’s state- 
ment that the postal peon attached to the Fakirabad 
Branch Post-office, near Derabisi in the Cuttack district, forcibly realises some 
blackmail from the payees in the jurisdiction of that office, to whom he delivers 
money-orders, sent by their rs’atives, who work as day-labourers in distant places. 
The writer draws the attention of the postal authorities to the matter. 

209. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 23rd May states that the 
people of Surangi state in Ganjam are much benefit- 
ed by the philanthropic exertions of the Raja of 
that State, who has adopted various measures to 
protect his people from distress. | 

210. The Sambalpur Hitaishini (Bamra) of the 23rd May states that 

_ famine prevails in the Athgarh State, though about 
ie a thy om busy in twelve-anna crop was gathed last year in that State. 
ree ae cee ee The export of food-stuffs is therefore responsible 


for the prevailing distress. However, the Raja is up and doing in relieving the 


The weather in Kalahandi. 


Recognition of the services. of 
the police in connection with the 
bomb outrages. 


A postal complaint. 


The Raja of Surangi adopting 
relief measures in that State. 


May states that there was no rain in that State . 


and quickly 
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distress of his people, by opening relief works at various centres in his State 
and by adonting various other means. 

211. The Sambalpur Hitaishini (Bamra] of the 23rd May in a long article 

states that the want of drinking water in the three 

districts of Orissa is great. In the Balasore town 

the Municipality is no doubt doing good work in re-excavating old tanks, but 

nothing is being done to remove the water scarcity in the interior of that 


Want of drinking-water in Orissa. 


district. The proposal of the Cuttack District Board to dig a well in each 


village instead of a tank is not sufficient, The Puri District Board turns a 
deaf ear to the petitions of the people suffering from want of water. The writer 
therefore advises the people uf the Puri district to approach His Honour the 


Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal with their prayers, which it is hoped will be 
granted by His Honour. | . 


212. The Sambalpur ee ieee of the 23rd May thanks the 
ce aja of Surangi for his liberality and public spirit 
sua oa providing young men with books and nine, 


with a view to enable them to prosecute their 
studies in schools and colleges. | 
213. The Sambalpur Hitaishins | Bamra] of the 
23rd May -states that two men were killed by a 
tiger in village Kantabahal, in the Bamra State. 
214. The Sambalpur Hitatshini { Bamra] of the 23rd May states that the 
entire village of Bitna, containing about 200 houses, 
including those of the local zamindars, was reduced 


Two men killed by a tiger in 


A great fire in Bamra. 


to ashes by fire last week. 


215. The Sambalpuy Hitaishini [Bamra} of the 23rd Muay learns from its 
contemporary of the Medini Bandhab that cholera 
prevails in a virulent form in the Midnapore town. 
216. The Sambalpur Ihtatshiné [Bamra] of the 23rd May states that more 
or less rain fell in very part of Orissa last week, 
though this is not quite sufficient to advance 
_ the. sowing operations. Good rain fell in the 
The virulence of cholera there may be lessened thereby. 
Referring to the bomb and other outrages in different parts of 
India, the Sambalpur Hitaishint (Bamra} of the 
23rd May observes that the people of India should | 
side with the Government in enforcing law and 
order everywhere in the country. Those that break the law, should have 
adequate punishment. : . : | 

218. The Utkaldipika Cuttack] of the 23rd May learns from its coutem- 
porary of the Nilachal Samachar that those persons, 
who had applied for tanks and wells and for the 
re-excavation of tanks in Puri, were one day seen 
to be returning home disconsolate, the District or 
Local Board having turned a deaf ear to their prayers. The alleged 
reason for such conduct on the part of the District or Local Board was that 
there was no fund in the hands of the Board, which had lent all its money to 
Government to meet charges due to famine relief works. ‘The writer supports 
the observation of the Nilachal Samachar that the ground of refusal is not 


Cholera in Midnapore. 


The weather in Orissa and its 
effect on the public health. 


Balasore district, 
Bhi. 


The duty of the people at the 
present junciure. 


The Utkaldipika and the 
Nilachal Samachar on the District 
Boards of Orissa. 


sound; that the main duty of the District Board is to construct village roads 


and to supply good water to the villagers ; that though relieving distress may 
be one of the duties of the Board, its cost should be met by the Board from 
other sources of income and by retrenchment of expenditure in other direc- 
tions; that Government should be prepared to make a separate grant for 
relief purposes ; that the construction of roads and the excavation and re-exca- 
vation of tanks in villages serve the double purpose of supplying water to the 
village people and work to the labouring classes; and that therefore the 
inability of the Puri District Board to supply water may be ascribed to the 
inefficiency and undutifulness of its members. ‘The writer takes advantage of 
this opportunity to offer some advice to the Cuttack and other District Boards, 
which like the Puri District Board do not pay much attention to the require- 
ments of the people. Now-a-days the Chairman of the District Board is all 
powerful, though unfortunately he has neither time nor inclination to mix 


meee: ee 
with the rural people freely. As a matter of counse, he is awfully ignorant 


of their requirements. | 
219.. The Utkaldipike {Cuttack) of the 23rd May learns from its contem- 
ae. porary of the Medini Bandhab that Chaudhuri 
Chandhuri Jogendra Narayan Sensaden Narayan Das Mahapatra, a zamwindar in 
+o ee Midnapore the district of Midnapore, is. trying to give work 
te 300 persons daily, by employing them in the 


excavation of a tank and of a trench round his house, and has thereby 


earned the blessings of the people. 


220. The Utkaldipila [Cuttack] of the 23rd May learns from its contem- 
porary of the Uikalbaxt that the Raja of Surangi 
is giving work to many starviag people by employ- 
ing them in the excavation of a Jarge tank in his State, 
2.1. The Utkaldiptka [Cuttack j of the 23rd May is sorry to state that one 
i lls ieee oe hl boy, four years old, and one girl, one year old, 
My 3 aa his itecister. elated to each other as brother and sister, were 
| burnt to ashes in their own house in the Cuttack 
town, which caught fire through the carelessness of the boy who was roasting a 
fish in a fire-place. The boy who might have saved himself by running away 
from the place, lost his life in his attempt to save tbe girl, whom he could not 
carry through the sourrounding fire. 


922. Referring to the recent bomb and other outrages in Bengal, the 


} Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd May observes 
7 ee ee that though it is resonable that the perpetrators 
of the dark deed should be severely punished, it is at the same time equally 


Relief work in Surangi. 


reasonable that innocent persons must not be maltreated and oppressed by the | 


police, for the oppressions committed on the innocent will tend only to increase 
the unrest in the country. | 


223. Referring to the remarke of the Pall Mall Gazette that the Indian 

A suggestion to observe Overnment must do something to suppress some 

religiously the terms of the Of the vernacular papers and gain over the 

Queen’s Proclamation. remainder, the Udtkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd 

May points out that if the terms of Queen Victoria’s Proclamation be strictly 
observed, all unrest will be removed from the country. 


224. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd May brings the recent order 


: of the King of Portugal, directing the discharge 
mee rete to the Govern: . Of all political offenders, except the few directly 
concerned in murders, to the notice of the Govern- 


ment of India, which is requested to deal with the political ‘offenders in India 
in a similar spirit, and to conduct its administration in a sympathetic manner. 


225. <A correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack ] of the 23rd May points 


Utamdue dtl ie that though the Ravenshaw Girls’ School has 
and refusal of aid to another in. Shown good progress of late, the Education Depart- 
Cuttack, giving rise te some heart- ment has been slow and cautious in granting its 


burning. 


- application for sid, ‘This dealing of the depart- 
ment contrasts strangely with the one meted out to Mrs. Reba Rai’s rival 
school, whose application for aid was grauted immediately. This mode of 
treating the two girls’ schools in two different ways has given rise to a great 
deal of heart-burning. 


226. The Jasotikri correspondent of the Uriya and Navasambad [ Balasore | 
Troublee due to revision OF the 27th May states that crowds of people are 
settlement added to those due seen there every day crying bitterly for want of 


to famine. food, and that the troubles due to the revision 
settlement operations add to those due to famine. 


.227 The Uriya and Navasambad Loner of the 27th May states that 
ae mre want of rain has resulted in the drying up of many 
dite Of Water in the Dalstore tanks in the Balasore district. As o consequence, 


the people are suffering great inconveniences for 
want of water. 
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228. The Urya and er ae as Balasore} of the 27th May states that 

i cs ) . Coarse rice sells in Balasore at 7 seers per r 
— om) Soee-orans. % and that the prices of other food-stuffe are ‘dine 
rapidly, and that the people, for’ want of healthy 


' food, are becoming constant preys to disease and death. 
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S4MBaD VARIKA, 
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229. The Uriya and Navasambad (Balasore! of the 27th May states that 


about 30 houses, with property valued at Rs. 3.000 
& Geen Boe te Hears, _. Were reduced to eel by ane in the Balasore town 
last week, The Municipality did its duty very well in supplying coolies 
and earthen-pots for extinguishing the fire. : 
» 230. The Samvad, a reg ope of the 28th May congratulates Mr. 
uke on his promotion to the responsible post of 
Mr. Dake congratulated. = Chief Secretary to the Govirtaant of Ben al, 
— observes that he was very popular in ()rissa as Commissioner of that 
ivision. 
231, The Samvad Vahika (Balasore) of the 28th May states that an old 
woman of about 50 years of age was drowned in 
the central pit of the tank named <Agapukhur, 
whither she had gone to bring water. 
232. The Jagatpur correspondent of the Samvad Vahika [ Balasore] of the 
28th May states that a cartman, who was driving 
his cart across the railroad near the Jagatpur 
station, had his cart turned upside down by a Passenger train, which overtook 
it all on a sudden. The cartman was wounded inthe breast. It is said that 
this accident must have occurred through the neglect of the railway guerd, 
rs which the prominent attention of the railway authorities concerned is 
awd, | | 
933. The Samvad Vahif [Balasore] of the 28th May states that the 
Cattle stolen and killed without 4oahammadan residents of Sabarpur and Pirhat in 
detection in Basudebpur, in the Basudebpur Thana are slanghtering cows and 
Balasore. bullocks and feeding on beef, as rice has become 
very dear in that part of the Balasore district. In this they are aided by a 
certain number of thieves, who steal cattle and sell them off to the Muham- 
madans, who manage to kill them so quickly as to eseape all detection. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 
Bengal: Translator. 


Ao accident. 


A railway accident. 
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IT.—HoomeE ADMINISTRATION. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


784. Bande Mataram thinks the prosecutions for sedition of the . Marana, 


| i. Bomba rs, Viharie, Arunadaya and Kal, can 

a only i ae the same fearful. ri lexities in the 
Western Presidency as have already been brought about in Genel. Such 
prosecutions are absolutely unjustifiable, because they are sure to frustrate 
their real end, and, instead of putting down sedition, they are ‘ound to 
help to extend and strengthen it. 

785. Contrasting the manner in which murder cases are disposed of 


in India and other countries, the Amrita Bazar — 


— Indis and §=Pgirika says that capital sentences in India are more 
pennies frequent than in any other country. It wonders 
why the people of India are treated in this ferocious manner. “ Does it 
or shock humanity to hang a man by the neck till he is dead? Is such treat- 
ment necessary to check crime in this country? It is a universally admitted 
fact that the Indians are the gentlest and most law-abiding nation in the 
world. Violent crimes are practically unknown among them. Then, again, 
the abolition of the death-sentence in a large number of civilized countries 
has proved the fact that, in order to check crime, it is not necessary to commit 
a judicial murder. Why are then Indians hanged witha light heart? What 
do the rulers gain by such proceedings? fs 

786. Adverting to the Jamalpur riot cases, Bande Mataram states that 
the facts elicited in this trial and the judicial find- 
inet Justice Fletcher on the ing based on them leave no doubt that the 
r rages | for the present tumultuous aspect 
of the unrest rests elsewhere than in the quarter where Anglo-India smells 
mischief. Sreejut Brojendra Kishore deserves well of the country by 
establishing as a result of the case instituted against the executive officer 
of his district that his co-religionists, determined as they are to fulfil 
their aspiration, will not do anything contrary to their traditions unless driven 
to it by high-handed executive action. The judgment of Mr. Justice 
Fletcher can very well be looked upon as an unmistakable judicial pronounce- 
ment upon the present situation. 
787. The Bengalee observes that it is a remarkable judgment which 
x hichiis Selita Mr. Justice Fletcher delivered in the suit brought 
en against Mr. Clarke by Babu Brojendra Kishore Roy 
Chaudhuri, of Mymensingh. It thoroughly exposed the illegal nature of the 
procedure which Mr. Clarke adopted in the case. Mr. Clarke’s erratic methods 
were responsible for not a little of the grave unrest which until lately prevailed 
in the district of Mymensingh, and it is the barest truth to say that the public, 
not only of Mymensingh but of the whole Province, had been watching the 
proceedings of this suit with the keenest interest. The judgment of 

Mr. Justice Fletcher is, however, expected to entirely satisfy them. 

788. The Amrtia Bazar Patriha states that though the people are 
thankful to Mr. Justice Fletcher for such slight 


Babu Brajendra Kishore'’s suits mercies able to show in th . 
against M aaa Clarke and Luff- wx as he has been © © case 


cai, against Mr. Clarke, his dismissal of the case 


against the Police Superintendent and his 
nulcting the plaintiffs in costs has caused a painful surprise and utter dismay 
in the public mind. For Mr. Fletcher commands the greatest confidence of 
the people, and if he fails to satisfy the latter, where are they to go for 
obtaining justice ? ee 
789. The Hindoo Patriot is of opinion that the importance of the judg- 
ment in the Jamalpur outrage cases cannot be 
over-rated, specially at the present moment. It 
reminds executive officers that they are as much bound by the law as private 
ople, and quite as much liable to be brought to book for exceeding their 
lertiaeta rights. While the cases bring out, with a clearness that scarcely 
leaves any room for doubt, a number of stern facts relating to the situation 
in East Bengal, all revealing the evils of the present system of combination of 
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judicial and executive functions, it is worth remarking that people who have 
not got sufficient means at their command are powerless against the high- 
handedness of local authorities and: have no option but to quietly submit to 
their fate as it may be shaped by the a 


istrate and the police. They go 
without the full measure of protection allowed them by the law, and are 


obviously seriously inconvenienced thereby. The law certainly is for the 
wealthy, but in order that the public at large may be amply protected, the 
system itself should be a check upon illegalities and acts of violence. So long 
us judicial and executive functions will continue to be exorcised by the same 
person, such things as have happened at Jamalpur will naturally occur, and 
worsen the situation. 
790. The Benga/ee a odes Mr, Justice Fletcher's judgment. in the 
| amalpur riot eases as reflecting grave discredit 
The re-+ Court and the Jamal- on the administration of the new Province, Mr. 
uensan. me ee Justice Fletcher found that Mr, Clarke “ failed 
to exercise proper supervision and control over the people under him conduet- 
ing the search.” If, says the journal, a District Officer is unfit for such a paltry 
duty, is he fit for his charge? Babu Brojendra Kishore has incurred the 
displeasure of the officials by honestly seeking to protect his rights, but he 
has thereby won the gratitude and admiration of his countrymen. He has 
set a worthy example to his fellow-zamindars, who are far more submissive 
than they ought to be. - 


(g).—Railways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


791. A correspondent of the Bengalee reports frequent trefts of fruit from 

_ . _. yailway parcels. No basket of fruit sent from 

= of fruit in railway Bhagalpur to Simultolla, Rohini or Deogarh ever 
= reaches itsdestination without being tampered with. 
The journal thinks the Railway authorities ought to be in a position to check 
malpractices of this kind. If such things took place in a properly conducted 
office, they would be stopped innotime. Not to be able to remove a public 
grievance of this kind argues a lack of administrative vigour and efficiency which 
it is hoped the East Indian Railway administration is not chargeable with. 


The credit and good name of the Railway is concerned, and the journal: hopes 
it will not forfeit it. . 


(h)— General. 


792. The Indian Mirror is pleased to find that the policy which the 


Government has adopted is exactly that which the 
on do tes of een ote lee into Indian Parliamentary Committee, as well as 
ai the yooedah aseuaes. Messrs. Dutt and Gokhale, have suggested. There 

may not be a complete agreement as to the details, 
but there is no difference in the general principles which the Government and 
the Indian representatives have laid down. Messrs, Dutt and Gokhale have 
~ forward two main concessions, namely, the modification of the partition of 
engal and the amplication of the projected Council reforms in a more liberal 
direction, With regard to the former, the Indian representatives suggest that 
Old and New Bengal may be placed under one administration, and Bihar, Orissa, 
and Chota Nagpur constituted a separate Province. That the partition has, 
in a great measure, been responsible for the present unrest, cannot be gainsaid 
fora moment. But the journal does not think that the modification of the 
partition alone will end the unrest. The time has come when the Government 
should proceed to analyse the various causes of discontent, in co-operation with 
those who may be trusted to represent the true interests of the country. The 
situation, as Lord Morley has said, can be got through only “with self-command, 
without quackery or cant,” Self-command is, indeed, essential at this moment, 

for the Government has to deal with a problem of great magnitude. 
793, With reference to the reforms with which Lord Morley proposes 
il to conciliate the aspirations of the people, the 

Ford Morley onthe situation, = Fadian Nation writes :— oe 

* We do not believe that any reforms which it is possible to introduce, any 
concessions which it is possible to make, will either check the forces Of 
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/ 


/ 


disorder or tend to change the tone even of the moderates, , Our politicians do 
not know their own mind, and,if compelled to formulate their aspirations they 
would probably say: ‘We want you to go.’ But whatever the result may 
be, whether die | 

not, Government must do its duty. Just as a husband has to maintain his 
wife in proper position, however vulgar-tongued a virago she might be, just as 
a wife has to serve her lord in the true spirit of a wife, however implacable 
and cross-grained a rascal he might be, so likewise Goverament bas to go on 
introducing reforms and redressing abuses and recognising merit, whatever the 
attitude of the people may be, Concessions will not be a cure, but they have 
to be made. As regards measures of repression, while they must be effective 
they must not be unjust to any party.” 


794. The Bengalee draws attention to the fact that Mr. Curtis, who is 

a responsible officer in the Government Telegraph 
fanctionsry (Office at Muzaffarpur, has been acting as reporter 
to the Engitshman, Mr. Curtis seoms to have been 
so anxious to do the reporting for the Englishman newspaper in the Muzaffarpur 
bomb-outrage case that he seems to have absented himself from office for three 


A Government 
also a press reporter, 


or four days at a stretch on two successive occasions. Did he take leave, and | 


was this reporting done with the knowledge of his superior officer? The 
journal declares it is intolerable that Government servants who are paid out of 
the public funds should neglect their legitimate duties and lend their services 
to partisan newspapers. It trusts that proper notice will be taken of. the 
conduct of Mr. Curtis, and a recurrence of a scandal of this kind—for it is 
nothing less than a scandal—prevented. _ 


795. The Amrita Bazi Patrika states that though the Local Government 


has no money to carry out many a work of public 
wala ama of the tax- utility, its purse is always loli when is kee to 
conduct the prosecuticn of a particular class of 
individuals. It protests against the way the tax-payers’ money is being spent 
in ccnnection with the case of those who are concerned in the bomb affair. 
There is no necessity for engaging Mr. Norton on a fee of Rs. 1,000 or more 
per diem when the Public Prosecutor of Alipore could just as well conduct the 
case. The journal also protests against the wastage of public funds in the 
crusade against Babu Rash Behari Lal Mondol. The Local Government owes 
it to itself and to the public to explain why so much official zeal has been 
displayed und such a large amount of public money spent in connection with a 
private case in which a zamindar and his tenants are concerned. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


796. The Bengalee is sorry that the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, 
ee nA eee supported by four Maharajas, has addressed a 
ae communication to Sir Andrew Fraser, urging the 
) enactment of a press law. — It knows the trying 
position which these noblemen occupy. It knows how difficult it is for them 
to assume an independent position in regard to public affairs, and the least that 
‘can be expected from them is not to meddle in controversies where their inter- 


ference can do no good and must be open to misconstruction. With them in 


the present crisis of affairs, silence should be the golden rule. Public opinion 
has condemned the new Fress Act and views with the gravest concern the 
possibility of the enactment of a new measure investirg the Government with 
further powers of control over the press. It is hardly consistent with the 
exalted positions of the signatories to the letter to go against the declared 
sentiments of their countrymen. 


797. The Mussalman states that the placing of the two recent Acts on 
a the Indian Statute Book marks the beginning of an 
enew Acte. : ‘ 
era of repression, the end of which no one can 
foresee, ‘Such blunders have caused innumerable mischiefs in the past, and we 
thought that our heaven-born legislators would profit by past experience.” 


order is checked or not, whether the country is conciliated or - 
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(708. The Telegraph: calls, the Newspapers, Act, 1908, the Black Act, 
| wis wei Aa because it is a disgrace alike to the Government, 
hese ‘ the people, and the newspapers of /India. It is 
a disgrace to the Government, for it is possible under it for offensive newspapers 
to flourish. It isa truism that nothing can live and flourish which is out ol place 
and does not conform with the conditions of its surroundings, And if papers 
which incite men to murder can flourish, it must be admi that they have 
got s congenial climate of dangerous discontent—and the civilised Government 
which has given to India a peace to which she had been a stranger for centuries 
and a security of person and property which is the object of our wonder and 
admiration—has for once failed to perform ite part peace-maker. It has 
prove itself unable to root out the discontent. It has not yet adopted the 
proper remedy—the healing balm of sympathy and kindness—which is so 
extensively used by all statesmen in all parts of the world. It is a disgrace 
to the people, inasmuch’ as it reveals a deplorable condition in them. For a 
people whose taste has been so much vitiated that they extend their patronage 
to papers which incite men to criminal acts against individuals ‘and, society 
are in a deplorable state of degradation from which the sooner they are 
extricated the better for them—and from which it should be the earnest 
endeavour of all right-thinking men to extricate them without delay. It isa 
disgrace to the newspapers also, Itis the duty of newspapers not only to 
voice public opinion, but to educate it as well, Their duties in this respect 
are sacred and their responsibilities heavy. And newspapers which fail to 
discharge their proper duties and disregard these responsibilities are a disgrace 
to civilised society. The journal declines, however, to believe that India is 
seething with discontent. | 
799. Referring to the new Press'laws, the Amrita Bazar Patrika declares 
that. the authorities want more power to control 
newspapers so that the latter may be prevented from 
saying unpleasant things about them under the cover of law, and that they 
themselves may rule the country happily at their sweet will. : 


Why they want more powers. 


: VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


800. The Bengalce observes that the authorities in Madras seem to be ' 
ae folluwing closely in the wake of those of the new 
Maetrent ere: Province and of Bengal. The recent dispersal of a 
swadesht meeting at Madras under circumstances which did not certainly call 
for such a measure, shows that the Police and the Executive at Madras are 
far from having exhausted the process of imitation. Such extreme measures 
as the dispersal of a meeting whether in Bengal or at Madras, have an effect 
on the public mind the reverse of what the authorities expect. 
801. The Bengalee observes that anybody who has any knowledge of 
a. _ * the situation will endorse the view expressed by 
on yuglish opinion on the situation the London Daily News that a reconsideration of 
. the partition of Bengal is the first essential condi- 
tion in the work of popular conciliation. It is the first and foremost of the 
popular grievances, and no progressive measure, even in the direction of a real 
advance towards self-government, will be acceptable to the people of Bengal, 
unless and until this great source of bitterness and irritation has been 
removed. 
802. The Indian Mirror urges the necessity for self-command at the 
present moment by Anglo-Indians and Indians 
Selfcommand needed at the alike. ‘That the state of affairs is grave enough, 
Dee sete) 1nelo-tndians nobody can deny, but it is not such as to give any 
occasion for alarm. Now that extremism 18 
unmasked and the hand of the law is ready to strike down the propaganda of 
violence, there is every reason to hope that the party of constitutionalism will 
once more assert their influence. 
803. Bande Mataram supports the appeal of Miss Ghosh, Arabinda’s 
For Arabinda Ghosh sister, for funds for the defence of her brother. 
It points out that no one need be afraid of incur- 
ing the displeasure of the authorities by subscribing towards the fund, since 
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it is a private fund, and nota political one. The journal impresses on 
Nationalists the extent of their’ indebtedness as a party to Arabinda Ghosh. 
To organise a proper deferice for their brother, a very large sum of mone 

will be needed, and it is hoped that, in yiew of the very vital issues involved, 
they will strain every nerve to bring their own contributions up to the required 
amount, oe : 


804. Commenting on a sermon delivered by Bishop Gore on the 

. _ _ oecasion of the consecration of the new Bishop of 

‘ Ri English prelate on the situ- Bombay, deeply sympathising with the cry “ India 

os | for the Indians,” and urging the necessity of 
more sympathy ‘on the part of the rulers, the Bengalee says :— 


“Treat the Indian as a fellow-subject,—as your equal in point of political 
status,—and the amenities which one man owes to another will follow as 
surely as the night follows the day. Give the Indian self-government, 


provide for him an equal place in the Municipal Board and in the. Legislative 


and Executive Councils—let his voice be a voice of power in the counsels of 
the realm—then all ttiese discontents, begotten of pride of race and of the 
consciousness of a superior political status, will disappear, and good-will and 
harmony reign in their place. The whole problem is essentially a political 
one. The solution of the political problem is the key to the whole situation. 
It is the system of government that must, be changed,—the government of 
the officials must make way for the government of the people by the people, 
and when this is accomplished, the estrangement between the races, which is 
the subject-matter of such loud complaint, will have disappeared, ard the 
soothing acceuts of peace and harmony will be heard throughout the land.” 


£05. Commenting onthe popular claim for swaraj, the Hindoo Patriot 
says :— 

: ge Whatever may be said against British rule 
on account of its commercialism and partiality to the white race and bureau- 
cratic features, its justification lies not s0 much in improving the material 
condition of the people or in introducing Western influence through an 
advanced and elaborate educational system, as in its eliminating politics and 
government from the intensely.baneful and corroding influence of internal 
jealousy, mutual spite and such low passions whieh formerly had so free # play 
in the administration of this country. It is British rule after all that has curbed 
the influence, and has thereby made racial unity possible. Take off the control 
of the British, and the old condition of things will recur and jealousy again 
come into play, giving rise to discord and disunion and leading to oppression 
and anarchy.” 


806. Whatever ignorant or irreverent scribes might think or say, Bande 
Mataraw does not hesitate to admit that of all the 
Indian scriptures the Biagabad-Geeta stands most 
closely related to the movement of new Nationalism in India, and may well be 
regarded even as the very gospel of it. This new Nationalism is the product 
of many causes; but of all the causes that have contributed to its development, 
the revived and extensive study of the Bhagabad-Geeta is perhaps the most 
otent. This is due, mainly, to two things. First, its doctrine of divine 
incarnation, and second, its doctrine of karma, or works. | 


807. Bande Mataram is of opinion that the Comilla, Jamalpur and 
Mymensingh disturbances, the assaults and outrages 
committed by Musalman rowdies on the Hindus of 
Eastern Bengal, and the oppression of the people by the authorities, were the 
causes that evolved the bomb. The oppressed people were disarmed, and a 
burning desire to provide themselves with some effective means of self-defence 


The cant of swaraj. 


The Gospel of new Nationalism. 


- The psychology of the Bomb. 


drove the people to the manufacture of bombs. In fact the Sandhya openly 


recommended the preparation of bombs as a means of self-defence after the 
Jamalpur outrages. The utter helplessness of the people- brought on by the 
Arms Act on the one side, and the want of ability or inclination on the part of 
officials of the disturbed districts to give protection against Moslem rowdyism 


_ on the other, are responsible for the birth of the bomb. © 
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808. The Amrita Basar Pairika is of opinion that the Kankinara bomb 


outrage will create horror and a sense of insecurit 
The Keahinees tome catng®. — thronehonk Ge country. .The seapeeuida cd 
should now be able to see that the muzzling of newspapers by Jegislation is not 
the remedy Fang ae tne. Paty aon rowers never care for what 
appears in the Press. Although Indian jo ists to a h 3 
their horrible acts, they are still in ovine. ne sete ——— 
809. The Hindoo Pattot regards the Kankinara bomb outrage as more 


despicable than the outrage at Mugaffar 
a ontmse- clearly seems to be a mA of anti- i 
feeling and not anti-official, as the former outrages were supposed to be. The 
situation is regarded as most desperate, and the journal thinks it the duty of 
all Indians to support the Government in its efforts to uproot. the evil in such 


a way thatthe innocent majority may not suffer in consequence. 


810. Baxde Mataram states that though the people of India are living 
ele _ with a veritable sword of Damocles hanging over 
their heads, the bomb-thrower seems to Seki 


as if nothing has happened. The recent railway bomb outrage at Kankinara 
has filled the people with dismay, aud their anxiety to lull the storm has become 
more intense than that of the bureaucracy and their courtiers, The popular 
representatives from their knowledge of human nature already predicted what 
was coming, but the ruling authorities perhaps believed in their own omnipotence 
and were so sure of the complete emasculation of all classes of people as to 
trifle with their advice and warning. The Nemesis has come in the shape 
of the formidable Anarchist, who, it is believed, will become more in- 
corrigible, the more the country is repressed and will cause greater danger 
to the unarmed and helpless people than the ruling class, capable as they are 
of taking care of themselves. It is the people who are really between two fires— 
the fire of Yepression and the fire of anarchism, which, once kindled, will not 
pause to enquire whom it consumes. Repression has called the evil into exist- 
ence, repression has aggravated it, and repression will develop it into a terrible 
sphinx to devour the people. 

811. ‘The Bengalee feels certain that the Kankinara bomb outrage could 
not possibly have been committed with a political 
object. All the known facts point to the con- 
clusion that the would be murderer was in this instance actuated by some 
personal grudge against one or more of the European assistants employed in 
the mills at Kankivara. The men assaulted have no political character or 
importance, and nobody in his senses would think that it is by indiscriminate 
murder of Europeans that the salvation of the country is to be secured. There 
is one thing only which the outrage unmistakably shows, and that is, that 
repressive measures are powerless in the case of persons grown desperate and 
that it is absolutely unavailing to gag the Press. The Indian Press has, with 
a singular unanimity, condemned the methods of violence adopted by the 
bomb-throwers. Yet the bomb-thrower has not ceased to exist. It was time 
the Government realised that the class of persons who commit the acts of 
violence which they are anxious to extirpate are the products of the same forces 
which, working in avother direction, produce violent writers and speakers. It 
is quite possible that once the bomb has appeared on the scene, it will be used 
asa weapon not merely in political struggles, but in social and economic 
strugglesas well. Inall cases it will be resorted to only by desperate and 
misguided persons, but no particular department of life can claim a monopoly 
of such persons. | 

812. The Indian Mirror is so shocked at the fresh bomb outrage at 

The fresh bomb outrage at 2nkinara that it cannot find language sufficient — 
Kankinara and the reappearance to express its feelings. It is earnestly hoped that 
of the Yuganter. the perpetrators of the outrage will be speedily 
caught and brought to justice. The situation was grave enough already, 
but it becomes graver still when such a daring and audacious outrage is 


The latest bomb incident. 


| porpenetes upon passengers in a ruilway train. If the Kankinara outrage 
a 


s been a shocking surprise to the | poagree so has the appearance of the 
Yugantar, in spite of the Newspapers Act recently passed. ‘This fact alone 


takes away the point of all criticism that has been directed against that 
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measure from certain quarters, The Newspapers Act, indeed, has been amply — 


justified. To say that there is no sedition in the land, is the merest affectation 
when such blood-curdling doctrines of violence and murder are propagated 
by anonymous writers from obscure corners of Calcutta. A Fateh 
- The Hindoo Patriot observes that though it would be somé relief 
to know that the Kankinara outrage was not 
litical, yet the. incident would scarcely be less 
serious for that reason. If it be true that the bomb was thrown by a mill-hand 
to satisfy his personal grudge against some European assistants employed in 
the mills at Kankinara, we ‘are then face to face with the disquieting fact 
that even the common people are learning to use bombs after the matner of 
the anarchists. Bombs manufactured according to Western processes will not 
of course come easily within the reach of ordinary men, for it will take 
them a good deal of time to familiarise themselves with the advanced and 
intricate scientific methods; but bombs deadly enough to kill people, as 
distinguished from those generally used by anarchists for blowing up houses 
and bridges, are readily available in nearly every large village and the 
methods of their preparation are well known. Bombs are not certainly new 
to the people of this country. What is new is the policy of assassination by 
means of bombs for political and other purposes. It is obvious that if the 
idea gets into the heads of the ordinary people the situation will be absolutely 
intolerable, and the necessity is therefore urgent that repressive measures 
‘should be taken to root out the evil. The gravity of the situation can in no 
way be minimised, and every rational human being ought to realise it in its 
true light, and strengthen the hauds of the Government. As for those news- 
papers which are still preaching dangerous doctrizies, both covertly and gry e 
in consequence of which many innocent men are ge age fot the 
guilty few, the sooner they are extinguished the better. ese newspapers 
are directly responsible for the outrages, and it would be a blunder to 
contemptuously ignore them. ee 
814. Commenting on an article in the Empire on the railway bomb 
ii aaa outrage, in which reference was made to “the 
— rate wild beasts who have challenged British civilisation 
to a duel to the death,” Bande Mataram writes :— , 
‘There is a duel, we admit. It will be probably, judging from recent 
events, even a duel to the death. But the duel is not between British 
civilisation and Indian barbarity, but between the instinct of bratality in the 
beer-begotten British hooligan on the one side and equally brutal spirit of 
revenge aroused by these brutalities in the proverbially mild and humane 
Hindu on the other. The Hindu will perhaps lose a good deal of the divine 
in him in this brutal conflict, but may not the British also lose even an 
Empire by it? The risks on both sides are very great; and it behoves both 


Kankinara bomb outrage. 


the parties to take counsel of their higher’ natures and larger interests and 


try to arrive at a peaceful settlement of the vital issues before them. Neither 
the bomb-thrower nor the spleen-rupturer can, between them, settle this affair, 
except by an appeal to brutal methods. It is useless to appeal to them; but the 
general good sense of the two communities should be permitted to assert 
itself and discover some reasonable way out of the present situation. And 
writings like those of the Englishman and even of the Empire deserve the 
severest condemnation for obstructing the play of the higher intelligence and 
the diviner instincts of the two communities in this matter.” 
815. Bande Mataram states that the Englishman would not be the 
| Englishman at all if it did not attribute the 
The latest bomb. the recent railway bomb outrage to the general 
political discontentin the country. Nobody justifies 
these acts of violence, but almost every intelligent Indian feels that at last 
Nemesis has overtaken the repeated outrages committed by Europeans on the 
natives of the country and the equally repeated failures of justice in these 
cases. ne. 
| ‘¢ Human justice, ‘it says,” is ordained to be always,very discriminating ; 
but when human justice fails to farther the divine purposes for which it is 
ordained, Divine Justice comes down upon the defaulting community, in the 
form of an Avenging Angel, which judges men in the mass and punishes the 
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it The situation. 


conclusion. _—— a ae oe 
817. The Hindoo arte obseryes that. the turning of Narendra Nath 
Wartnbse Wath Gcawkad’s ens” oswami; one of. the principal accused, as approver, 
fession regarding the anarchists. 


and so give to.the, different communities the relief which tliey badly stand in 
need of. Protection against the bomb-thrower is what is wanted just at the 
resent moment, Such protection has not yet been secured because all the 
lens ‘have not been. discovered, and despite the vigorous searches, several 
members of the gangs of decoits and anarchists have managed to elude capture. 
The evidence of Goswami throws a ficod of light on a very wide area and 


shows how.. elaborate,’ thongh ill-established, the organisation was. The 


_ ghastly details of the. history of angnoniye. Pap ye that: nobody will, be safe 


d, free to kill or p 


$0 tong as the conspirator will remain ‘abro 


under innogent 
t ssity is therefore imperative:that the authorities should, 
with redoubled energy and with due promptitude, find out the scoundrels and 

completely incapacitate them from doing harm either to life or property. 
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